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FASC Newsletter 1, December 2022
Welcome back to the chemistry world of 2022. This is a big year for FASC as the ABC
(Atlantic Basin Conference) on Chemistry that is organised by FASC, as well as the FASC
General Assembly (GA) will take place in Morocco in December 2022. Invoices for FASC
membership fees will be sent out in February and payment by Societies will be required in
order for them to vote at the GA. New membership types have now also been formally
introduced (Individual member/Young Affiliates) in 2022 and information on this is given in
the Newsletter. In other news – note that 2022 conference information is now appearing, as
we have now moved out of covid-19 restrictions. This looks to be the year when we can look
forward to face- to- face meetings (many will have virtual components) once again. And the
Global Women’s Breakfast is again taking place in February this year.
Neil Coville
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ABOUT FASC

FASC 2022 – membership and invoices
The covid-19 experience has had a massive effect on the chemistry community and this
includes FASC. For example, we have had to postpone out General Meeting and conference
by over a year. It has also played havoc with our office in Ethiopia and the ability to assist
with workshops/conferences .
The executive has been meeting virtually these last few months to ensure that 2022 will see
normality return to FASC. This has included some resolutions that effect the organisation,
and hopefully, will lead to a more effective FASC. This has included tweaking the
Constitution to bring it in line with how FASC actually operates, brought about in part by the
impact of covid-19. Final changes to the operation of FASC will be discussed at the General
Assembly to be held virtually/face-to-face in Morocco in December. At this meeting we
hope that FASC delegates will participate in reinvigorating FASC with new faces on
committees and new ideas for FASC.
Important points
1) Invoices to Chemical Societies will go out in February. Cost for 2022 will be US$100
per Society for 2022. (A charge of $50 will be levied for ‘Associate Member
countries’; who will not have voting rights at the GA)
2) Individual membership will be available at US$10 pa.
3) A new category ‘Young affiliate member’ will allow for post-graduate membership
(at US$5 pa).
4) To be a voting member at the GA, dues must be paid for that year
5) A copy of the updated Constitution will go out in a few months.
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It will be noted that the legal headquarters of FASC was established in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Due to problems with moving money in/out of Ethiopia, it has been necessary to
open a bank account in South Africa for fees payments etc.. This account is associated with
SACI structures and will be audited annually.

What does FASC do?
FASC has now been in existence for 15 years and encourages African Chemical Societies to
join FASC. What does it do?
1) FASC currently produces the African Journal of Chemical Education (Editor: Dr
Engida, Ethiopia; temechegne@faschem.org)
2) FASC is coordinating the Atlantic Basin Conference (ABC) on Chemistry in Morocco
(December 2022 ; Chair: Prof Mamia el Rhazi, FASC President)
3) FASC has a General Assembly every two years that rotates around the African
continent. The next one in December 2022 will be held in collaboration with the ABC
event (Organisers: Tunisia)
4) FASC has a web site (currently being updated) to inform all of FASC activities
5) FASC is a member of IUPAC
6) FASC produces a monthly newsletter
7) FASC, with the financial support of the RSC, supports young African chemists to
attend conferences
8) FASC members work closely with PACN
9) FASC works with the RSC, ACS and IUPAC seeking support for African chemists
10) FASC will produce: FRONTIERS IN CHEMISTRY – SPECIAL VOLUME ON
AFRICA in 2022
The future
1) To become financially independent
2) To grow the number of member countries
3) To coordinate workshops/seminars within member countries

Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to Beth (admin@faschem.org), Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem
(ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.ng ) or to me (neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website (http://www.faschem.org/).

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, or related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact the FASC office in South Africa: laila.smith@saci.cac.za

3

4

Issue 1, January 2022

FASC Newsletter

CHEMISTRY NEWS

FRONTIERS IN CHEMISTRY – SPECIAL VOLUME ON AFRICA
Frontiers in Chemistry (https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/chemistry)
This volume is now nearing completion. It will be published later in the year. Its theme
reflects chemistry directions in Africa. Frontiers in Chemistry (special edition: 15 years of
the Federation of African Societies of Chemistry (FASC))

African Chemical Society News
ii)

FASC – ABCChem

Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry
Linking the World Through Chemistry: 13-16th December, 2022, Marrakech, Morocco.
Submission Deadline: 28 October, 2021
The Organizing Societies of the Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry are pleased to
announce that the Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry (ABCChem) will be held December
13–16th, 2022 in Marrakech, Morocco. The ABCChem Technical Programming Committee
invites symposium proposals related to the conference theme of “Linking the World Through
Chemistry.”

Royal Society – Newton International Fellowships
On 24th January the 2022 round of Newton International Fellowships will open for
applications.
The 2022 Newton International Fellowships will be awarded by two of the UK’s national
research academies – the Royal Society, and the British Academy.
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The Fellowships provide an opportunity for some of the most talented post-doctoral
researchers working overseas to carry out world class research in UK institutions across all
disciplines of natural sciences and engineering, social science, and humanities.
The Newton International Fellowship selects the very best early-stage post-doctoral
researchers from all over the world and offers support for two years full time (or part time for
health reasons or caring responsibilities). They provide grants of £30,000 per annum to cover
subsistence and up to £8,000 per annum to cover research expenses, plus a one-off relocation
allowance of up to £3,500. There is also financial support available for awardees dependants’
visas. The Fellowship also provides a contribution to overheads. In addition, Newton
International Fellows may be eligible for follow-up funding of up to £6,000 per annum for up
to 5 years following the completion of the Fellowship.
The deadline for applications is 16th March 2022 3PM UK Time.
Further information can be found on the following website https://royalsociety.org/grantsschemes-awards/grants/newton-international/
Enquiries about the Newton International Fellowships can be sent to
info@newtonfellowships.org

Younger Chemists’ News
i)
How to bring young chemists together online
The Article entitled “How to bring young chemists together online” by Ken Luca Abel, Tom
Götze, Domenique Herbstritt, Maria Annette Herz, Jonathan Lebelt, Isabell Schelhorn,
Maximilian A. Springer, Lukas Herrmann, Pascal L Rossberg (4 Jan 2022) with
DOI: 10.1002/chemv.202100122 may be of interest to post gradute students
ii)
Lindau Nobel Laureate Meetings
Today, we would like to take the opportunity to inform you about our most recent project
launched for our young scientist and economist community: Lindau Mentoring Hub, a new
online platform to connect former participants as mentors and mentees in a digital network.
The goal of Lindau Mentoring Hub is to make sure that Lindau Alumni, young scientists and
young economists have access to support and guidance – or have the opportunity to give
back: Lindau Alumni can sign up for the new platform to seek advice as a mentee, to share
advice as a mentor – or to do both. This allows former and future participants of the meetings
in all career stages to find value in the mentoring platform.
Relevant for you as our academic partner: In the run-up to the next nomination and
application process 2022/2023 we intend to enable potential applicants to seek advice from
Lindau Alumni on how to apply successfully via the new platform. Further details on this
service will be sent to you in due time.
We hope to have conveyed to you the relevance of Lindau Mentor Hub and would like to ask
for your support – simply by spreading the word and informing your community related to
the Lindau Meetings about the new platform.
5
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For any further information please find
 a short explanatory video Video - Lindau Mentoring Hub (2021) (lindau-nobel.org)
 our launch press release PR_Lindau-Mentoring-Hub.pdf (lindau-nobel.org)
 a draft for social media posts (below)
Ambitious new project by @lindaunobel: Lindau Mentoring Hub, a new, global online
platform matching mentees and mentors. All Lindau Alumni in our community are invited to
sign up here. lindau.mentoringhub.org
Nadine Gärber
Head of Young Scientist Support and Academic Partner Relations
nadine.gaerber@lindau-nobel.org; www.lindau-nobel.org
iii)
Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry
We are pleased to inform you that the Green Sciences for Sustainable Development Foundation
(www.gssd-foundation.org) is organizing the 14th Edition of the Post-graduate Summer School
on Green Chemistry that will be held from the 3th to 9th of July 2022 in Venice.
This Summer School follows the 13 previous editions held from 1998 to 2021 and will be
organized both on site and online.
Scholarships will be offered to young talented chemists from developing countries.
We will be very glad if you would consider participating in the Summer School. Applications
will be open soon! You can find complete information about the School in the Summer School
Poster and at the following website: https://gssd-foundation.org/ss2022/
We would be glad if you could share this information among your colleagues and other
academic authorities.
The Organizers,
On behalf of Pietro Tundo,
Chair of Summer School on Green Chemistry
Green Chemistry
E-mail:green.chemistry@unive.it
Web: https://www.greenchemistry.school/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenchemvenice2020/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/greenchemsummer
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/greenchemsummer/
iv)

African Young Chemists Network (AYCN)

The African Younger Chemists Network (AYCN) seeks to display the unique talents of young
researchers on the continent and to provide a platform for constructive career development and
engagements across the globe.
Contact email: aycn.chemists@gmail.com; Contact people: Ms Bianca Davids, Dr Sadhna
Mathura
v)

International Young Chemists Network (IYCN)

Professional Development Skills: The International Younger Chemists Network
(IYCN; https://www.iycnglobal.com/), affiliated organization of the International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) is organizing a series of FREE live workshops devoted
to support and empower early-career chemists with professional development skills to
advance their careers.
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Stephen O Aderinto: soaderinto1@sheffield.ac.uk

Royal Society of Chemistry News

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY MEMBERS
1. RESEARCH FUND
The next round of our Research Fund is opening for applications on 1 November and closes
at 2pm (UK time) on 13 December. This grant provides up to £4,000 to enable new and
disrupted projects for members (AMRSC or above) with limited access to research funding,
particularly those working in less well-funded institutes, those in developing countries and
early career researchers. For more detailed information, the T&Cs and to apply please visit
https://rsc.li/research-fund.
2. RESEARCHER DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
If you’re a PhD student or post-doctoral researcher, you can apply for a researcher
development grant of up to £250 towards undertaking an activity that will support your
research career. Applications are being processed monthly, with the next deadline at the end
of this month. For more information and to apply please visit https://rsc.li/researcherdevelopment-grant.

Obituary for Nancy Jackson
Nancy Jackson and FASC
We all remember Nancy. She was the ACS President who recognized FASC and was also instrumental
in getting SACI linked to ACS. Her first act for FASC was to give her ACS budget $5 000 that she could
use as ACS President to support Young Chemists attending the FASC General Assembly in 2011. So
the current ACS support for FASC comes from that kind act. So when Miranda Wu became ACS
President in 2013 and signed the SACI-ACS MoU in New Orleans and Durban, she was indeed
following up on the SACI-ACS friendship that was started by Nancy.
I am very saddened. May Her Soul Rest in Peace!
Regards,
Prof James Darkwa

Nancy B. Jackson, former president of the American Chemical Society,
dies at 65
The society’s first Native American president promoted chemical nonproliferation and
supported marginalized chemists
7
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by Alexandra A. Taylor
January 10, 2022

Credit: Science History Institute
Nancy B. Jackson
Nancy B. Jackson, former president of the American Chemical Society, died Jan. 3
at age 65 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Jackson served as ACS president in 2011,
declared by the United Nations to be the Year of Chemistry.
Jackson earned a BS in chemistry from George Washington University in 1979. After
college, she worked in the ACS education division before leaving to pursue chemical
engineering at the University of Texas at Austin. She earned an MS in 1986 and a
PhD in 1990.
In 1991, she started a decades-long career at Sandia National Laboratories, first as
an energy researcher, then as manager of the Chemical and Biological Sensing,
Imaging, and Analysis Department, and later as deputy director of the International
Security Center. She retired from Sandia in 2017 as a Distinguished Member of
Technical Staff.
Jackson had Seneca heritage and served for 2 years as Sandia’s tribal government
liaison. She worked with tribal colleges to expand their science programs and helped
support marginalized students in science, technology, engineering, and math
through the Science and Technology Alliance. In 2005, she received the American
Indian Science & Engineering Society’s Professional of the Year Award.
Jackson was the founder and manager of the International Chemical Threat
Reduction Department in Sandia’s Global Security Center. She worked with the US
Department of State to establish the Chemical Security Engagement Program,
aiming to reduce the threat of the misuse of chemicals by raising awareness of
chemical safety internationally. In 2012, she received the AAAS Award for Science
Diplomacy for her involvement in the program and for “developing, nurturing, and
advancing careers of scientists worldwide, with a special emphasis on women
scientists in the Middle East and Southeast Asia.” In 2014, Jackson was named a
Franklin Fellow by the US Department of State.
During her time in the ACS presidential succession, Jackson worked to expand the
society’s international collaborations and traveled extensively to meet with chemists
and chemical engineers, in particular women.
“The firmament of chemistry has lost one of its brightest stars. As ACS president,
Nancy focused on member needs wherever they were. She hugely increased ACS’s
8
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visibility and partnerships around the world,” says Madeleine Jacobs, former CEO of
ACS. “She was a brilliant, vivacious, funny, and empathetic chemist. She will be
greatly missed.”
Jackson is survived by her husband, James Miller, and her sons, Christopher Miller
and Jackson Miller. Gifts can be made in Nancy Jackson’s name to the ACS
Scholars Program at www.acs.org/donate.
Chemical & Engineering News
ISSN 0009-2347
Copyright © 2022 American Chemical Society
AFRICAN JOURNALS OF CHEMISTRY
Journals in Africa (Chemistry)
Scientific African
Published by the Next Einstein Forum in collaboration with Elsevier.
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/scientific-african
Journal of the Kenya Chemical Society (JKCS)
JKCS also publishes articles in all areas of chemistry. Published articles are available at
https://kenyachemicalsociety.org/journals. Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor-inChief at eic.jkcs@gmail.com for processing and peer-review.
Chemistry Africa.
A Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society
https://www.springer.com/chemistry/journal/42250?utm_source=hybris&utm_medium=emai
l&utm_content=internal&utm_campaign=JFTT_2_aww_2018newjournals
Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMCS)
Publishes research articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is published
online at: http://www.scmauritania.org/journal-scm; M A Sanhoury, JMCS Coordination
Editor.
South African Journal of Chemistry
This Journal is published electronically. The webpage is: http://www.saci.co.za/, Details of
the journal and the editors can be seen at http://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/. The South
African Journal of Chemistry, published by the South African Chemical Institute, has been
publishing high quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 100 years. The Journal went
fully electronic in 2000 and is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/chem).
African Corrosion Journal (online).
Commenced in 2015 – a peer reviewed corrosion journal. This journal may be of interest to the
“practical” chemists amongst the SACI membership. https://view.publitas.com/icp1/african-corrosion-journal
African Journal of Chemical Education
Below are listed the contents in the first issue of AJCE 2022. The online version is to be found
on the FASC website (www.faschem.org, under Journal) and the AJOL website
(www.ajol.info).
9
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The table of contents is listed below:
RESEARCH PAPERS
 Secondary school students’ achievement and attitude towards chemistry within
computer simulation assisted inquiry-based chemistry teaching: case of Finote Selam
town by Derejaw Yesgat
 Proposed vision for teaching and learning STEM: synergic integration of [Inquiry,
STEM and Systemic] approaches by A.F.M. Fahmy and Iftikhar Imam Naqvi
 Adopting sustainable micro chemistry activities for conceptual and financial benefits
by Ruby Hanson
 Online resources for teaching chemistry experiments virtually by Sivakumar
Krishnamoorthy
 University first year chemistry students’ and teachers’ perception of difficulty of
select topics in organic chemistry in Rivers State of Nigeria by Ahiakwo, M. J. and
Ene, M. O
Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief: email
eic@faschem.org, PO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Dr. Temechegn Engida e-mail: temechegne@faschem.org
South African Journal of Science TOC@assaf.org.za
Journal of the Chemical Society of Nigeria
csnjournals@gmail.com; csnjournals@yahoo.com; editor@chemsocnigeria.org
Bulletin of the Chemical Society of Ethiopia
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/bcse/index
South African Journal of Chemical Engineering
A fully open access journal http://www.journals.elsevier.com/south-african-journal-ofchemical-engineering/
African Journal of Pure and Applied Chemistry
Editorial Office: ajpac@academicjournals.org help desk: helpdesk@academicjournals.org;
URL: www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPAC

CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS
Upcoming events
i)
Kenya Chemical Society, Kisumu City, Kenya. 23-24 June 2022,
www.kenyachemicalsociety.org
ii)
CATSA 2022 Drakensberg South Africa 13-16 Nov 2022 www.catsa.org
iii)
Community of Material Scientists, Workshops on Selected Nano HUB Materials
Science Resources for MRS 2021. Kitso F. Marape, Administrator, African Materials
Research Society Secretariat, +267 76598404, www.africanmrs.net
iv)
Global Women’s Breakfast, Hosted by the South African Chemical Institute (SACI)
Theme: “Empowering Diversity in Science’’ Date:16th February 2022 Time: 10h00 – 12h00
Where: Online via Zoom. Zoom registration: https://www.saci.co.za/GWB/ Register by 14
February 2022
10
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v)
NanoAfrica 2022, 23-29 October 2022, Cape Town. info@nanoafrica2022.co.za
vi)
Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry. Green Sciences for Sustainable
Development Foundation 3th to 9th of July 2022, Venice. https://gssd-foundation.org/ss2022/
vii)
26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education, 18-22 July 2022,
Cape Town
viii) African Materials Research Society (AMRS 2021) 12-15 Dec 2022, Dakar, Senegal
www.africanmrs.net
ix)
ABC on Chemistry 13-16 Dec 2022, Marrakech, Morocco

Detailed conference information
i) Kenya Chemical Society
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ii) CATSA 2022
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iii) Materials Science Hub

iv) Global Womens Breakfast
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v) NanoAfrica 2022
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vi) Post-graduate Summer School
on Green Chemistry

vii) 26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education
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AMRS

ix) ABCChem
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