1

Issue 6 July, 2021

FASC Newsletter

FASC Newsletter 6, July 2021
Covid-19 issues still tend to dominate the Chemistry world. The new delta variant is much more
transmissible and has now spread to Africa. South Africa has just moved to a tighter lockdown
and it is only a matter of time before many other countries will be affected by this new virus
strain. Consequently, activities in Chemistry are still being impacted and teaching/research
activities continue to suffer.
Neil Coville
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Virtual Conference on Chemistry and its Applications (VCCA-2021)
IUPAC CHEMRAWN XXII E-waste in Africa conference
XVth International Symposium on Environment, Catalysis and Process Engineering
26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education
African Materials Research Society (AMRS) Dakar, Senegal.
ABC Chemistry conference 2022/2023
Detailed Conference information

ABOUT FASC
Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to Beth (admin@faschem.org), Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem
(ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.ng ) or to me (neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, or related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office

FASC member countries
We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for information
(yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com).

CHEMISTRY NEWS

Corona virus data
The numbers of virus cases (and deaths) keeps rising. But there are many sites now available
that summarise the current status of drug development.
i)
Some useful sites for hard data
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-global-data
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
FRONTIERS IN CHEMISTRY – SPECIAL VOLUME ON AFRICA
i)

Frontiers in Chemistry (https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/chemistry)
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Submission of a paper to the special edition of Frontiers in Chemistry: Celebration of the
15th Anniversary of FASC
To achieve this we have partnered with Frontiers in Chemistry (impact factor 3.69). It is our
hope that as we enter the 15th year of FASC, we can showcase with Frontiers in Chemistry
some of the excellent work produced by chemists on the African continent and elsewhere who
have over the years been part of the FASC family to celebrate this continental organization.
Frontiers in Chemistry is an Open access journal and thus costs will be borne by the authors.
We have however negotiated with Frontiers in Chemistry to obtain reduced rates for authors.
Authors will need to negotiate the discounts directly with Frontiers in Chemistry, as the
discounts will be country dependent. Details for this can be obtained from:
Lucy Chappel
Journal Specialist, Frontiers in Chemistry
Frontiers Editorial Office – Publishing Development
chemistry@frontiersin.org
We welcome submissions of Original Research, Review, Mini Review, and Perspective articles
that address:
•
Any area of chemical research from the African continent
•
A focus on Green Chemistry, which has been a focal point of FASC meetings
•
Exciting new results, recent work or topical reviews that provide insights to areas of
chemistry where the authors have worked extensively
Prof James Darkwa
Guest editor

African Chemical Society News
i)

Mauritanian Chemical Society

Chemistry Africa, a Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society, is preparing a special issue
entitled: Hexavalent Chromium: Sources, Toxicity, and Remediation.
Editors : Bidyut Saha (India, Associate Editor), Aziz Amine (Morroco, Associate Editor),
Francis Verpoort (Korea, co Editor-in-Chief).
Deadline for submission: 30 September 2021.
All other information regarding for instance subjects of papers for this topical issue,
submission guidelines, etc. can be found
at: https://www.springer.com/journal/42250/updates/19260984
Prof. Modou Fall, Member of the editorial board of Chemistry Africa.

African Academy of Sciences
i)

Affiliates Membership Programme

Forty promising African early career researchers recognised Nairobi, Kenya, Friday 19 March
2021.
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The African Academy of Sciences (AAS) has selected 40 promising researchers for its sixth
cohort of the Affiliates Membership Programme designed to recognise, mentor and develop
early career researchers into world-class research leaders.
Five new members in the Chemical Sciences were elected. This month we highlight our third
affiliate: Dr Prinessa Chellan from South Africa

Dr Prinessa Chellan completed her PhD in Chemistry in 2013 at the University of Cape Town,
South Africa. She followed this with a post-doctoral position at the University of Warwick,
United Kingdom, working on the preparation and study of new metallo-drugs for cancer,
malaria and TB. In 2016, she was appointed as Lecturer in the Department of Chemistry and
Polymer Science at Stellenbosch University, South Africa, where she continues to build on the
research path she started during her post-doctoral studies. She is also involved in teaching
undergraduate chemistry in several of the chemistry modules offered at the University.
Her current research focuses on new metallo-drug candidates using one of two design
approaches, target-specific or derivatisation of ‘repurposed’ drugs, with the aim of overcoming
resistance. In her group, they also study the stability and chemical reactivity of new complexes
under physiological conditions with a variety of analytical and computational techniques to
link this data to their activity in vitro and in vivo against infectious diseases, including P.
falciparum and M. tuberculosis. She is committed to not just developing her own research
career but also training the next generation of scientists, particularly women and individuals
from previously disadvantaged backgrounds, in her home country, South Africa
Taken from AAS news

Green and Sustainable Chemistry – submission of articles from African
chemists
Green and Sustainable Chemistry is an important theme in FASC.
i)

IUPAC book on Green Chemistry

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR A BOOK ON

GREEN CHEMISTRY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
(IUPAC PROJECT 2021-005-1-041, https://iupac.org/project/2021-005-1-041)

Younger Chemists’ News
iv)

African Science Leadership workshop
4
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In a bid to expand the Africa Science Leadership Programme (ASLP) to the different regions
of Africa, the ASLP has partnered with the initiating young academy in Mauritius for the first
virtual African Science Leadership workshop for early- and mid-career researchers in the
South African sub-region.
The Call for applications is now open until 14 July 2021.
Eligible countries in Southern Africa include Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
Read more about the call at:
https://www.futureafrica.science/images/files/Call%20for%20applicants%20S%20ASLP%28
1%29.pdf
Download the application form at:
https://www.futureafrica.science/images/files/Application%20Form%20S%20ASLP%281%2
9.docx
For more information, contact lyd.rhyman@gmail.com
Dr Lydia Rhyman, University of Mauritius

i)

African Young Chemists Network (AYCN)

The African Younger Chemists Network (AYCN) seeks to display the unique talents of young
researchers on the continent and to provide a platform for constructive career development and
engagements across the globe.
Contact email: aycn.chemists@gmail.com; Contact people: Ms Bianca Davids, Dr Sadhna
Mathura
ii)

International Young Chemists Network (IYCN)

Professional Development Skills: The International Younger Chemists Network
(IYCN; https://www.iycnglobal.com/), affiliated organization of the International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) is organizing a series of FREE live workshops devoted
to support and empower early-career chemists with professional development skills to
advance their careers.
Stephen O Aderinto: soaderinto1@sheffield.ac.uk

Royal Society of Chemistry News

i)

GSK/RSC Hands-On LCMS & GCMS Training Courses
Rescheduled dates for 2021
5
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We are now underway with the rescheduled Royal Society of Chemistry and GSK Hands-On
LC-MS (Liquid Chromatography with Mass Spectrometry) and GC-MS (Gas Chromatography
with Mass Spectrometry) training courses for 2021.
Priority will be given to those who were accepted to attend the cancelled 2020 courses, but
places do remain on several courses later in the year. Please see the timetable below for
forthcoming courses. Further updates will be sent as applications open for the courses over the
coming months and full details will be provided on www.rsc.org/events . Please email
Africa@rsc.org with any enquiries.
Course Type

Location

2021 Dates

LC-MS

Kenya

5 – 9th July 2021

GC-MS

Ghana

06 - 10 Sept 2021

LC-MS

Kenya

9 – 13th Aug 2021

GC-MS

Ethiopia

30th Aug - 3rd Sept 2021 (prov
date)

GC-MS

Nigeria

15 – 20 Nov 2021

LCMS (Extra)

Ghana

Late Oct/Early Nov 2021 (prov
dates)

Commonwealth Chemistry News
The new website can be found at: https://commonwealthchemistry.org/
i)

Chemistry World

If you belong to a chemical society that is part of Commonwealth Chemistry, you will
continue to receive unlimited access to Chemistry World in 2021
The Royal Society of Chemistry has extended its offer of free, unlimited access to Chemistry
World to all its Commonwealth Chemistry Society Members.
The flagship magazine of the Royal Society of Chemistry has been serving the chemical
sciences community since 2003. It reaches millions of chemical scientists around the world,
bringing the latest news, research, opinions and breakthroughs to a global audience. Its
podcasts and webinars cover all areas of the chemical sciences and provide another vital
channel for chemical scientists to keep up to date with the latest thinking and emerging trends.
How do I know if I can get access?
You will get access if you are a member of a chemical society that is in a Commonwealth
country.
Free, unlimited access means you’ll get access to all Chemistry World content, including
webinars and podcasts. It’s a knowledge-rich resource, with over 100 new articles per month
and an archive of over 15,000 articles spanning more than a decade.
You can also sign up to Chemistry World newsletters to receive tailored email content. And,
for even more engaging content, you can follow Chemistry World on social media.
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Gaining access is simple, just create an account using the Claim your access link below. But
remember, free access is only available if your belong to a chemical society in a
Commonwealth country.
Taken from the website: https://commonwealthchemistry.org/free-access-to-chemistry-world/
AFRICAN JOURNALS OF CHEMISTRY
Journals in Africa (Chemistry)
Scientific African

Published by the Next Einstein Forum in collaboration with Elsevier.
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/scientific-african

Journal of the Kenya Chemical Society (JKCS)
This is a peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary chemistry journal published by the Kenya Chemical
Society (KCS). JKCS publishes findings from all areas of chemistry including organic,
inorganic, physical, analytical, materials chemistry and nanoscience, computational chemistry
and environmental chemistry. JKCS also publishes reviews in all areas of chemistry. Published
articles are available at https://kenyachemicalsociety.org/journals. Manuscripts should be
submitted to the Editor-in-Chief at eic.jkcs@gmail.com for processing and peer-review.

Chemistry Africa.
A Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society
https://www.springer.com/chemistry/journal/42250?utm_source=hybris&utm_medium=emai
l&utm_content=internal&utm_campaign=JFTT_2_aww_2018newjournals

Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMCS)
Publishes research articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is published
online at: http://www.scmauritania.org/journal-scm; M A Sanhoury, JMCS Coordination
Editor.
South African Journal of Chemistry

This Journal is published electronically. The webpage is: http://www.saci.co.za/, Details of
the journal and the editors can be seen at http://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/. The South
African Journal of Chemistry, published by the South African Chemical Institute, has been
publishing high quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 100 years. The Journal went
fully electronic in 2000 and is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/chem).
African Corrosion Journal (online).

Commenced in 2015 – a peer reviewed corrosion journal. This journal may be of interest to the
“practical” chemists amongst the SACI membership. https://view.publitas.com/icp1/african-corrosion-journal
African Journal of Chemical Education

Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief: email
eic@faschem.org, PO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. AJCE, 2016, 6(1) ISSN 2227-5835
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The online version appears in the FASC website (www.faschem.org) and in the AJOL website
(www.ajol.info).


South African Journal of Science TOC@assaf.org.za

Journal of the Chemical Society of Nigeria

csnjournals@gmail.com; csnjournals@yahoo.com; editor@chemsocnigeria.org


Bulletin of the Chemical Society of Ethiopia
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/bcse/index

South African Journal of Chemical Engineering

A fully open access journal http://www.journals.elsevier.com/south-african-journal-ofchemical-engineering/
African Journal of Pure and Applied Chemistry

Editorial Office: ajpac@academicjournals.org help desk: helpdesk@academicjournals.org;
URL: www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPAC

CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS

Upcoming events
i)

ii)

iii)
iv)
v)
vi)

vii)

Mauritanian Chemical Society; 3rd International Chemistry Days, JIC 2021
Mauritanian Chemical Society will be organising its third International Chemistry
Days, JIC 2021 (3èmes Journées Internationales de Chimie) from 9-11 December
2021, Tfeila Hotel, Nouakchott, Mauritania. Further information can be found at:
http://www.scmauritania.org/jic2021/
Virtual Conference on Chemistry and its Applications (VCCA-2021) 9-13
August 2021, Mauritius. VCCA-2021 will provide an online platform for
participants to present, share and discuss recent findings of their research covering
all topics related to Chemistry and interdisciplinary Sciences. The theme
is “Chemical Sciences for the New Decade”. There will be four Nobel laureates
among the speakers. More details can be found on the website:
http://sites.uom.ac.mu/vcca2021. Deadline to submit an abstract is 1st June 2021.
All abstracts will be reviewed and accepted abstracts will be collected in the books
of abstracts. After the virtual conference, there will be a call for full papers for the
book of proceedings to be published by De Gruyter (this is optional).
IUPAC CHEMRAWN XXII E-waste in Africa conference, 9-11 November,
2021, Lagos, Nigeria
XVth International Symposium on Environment, Catalysis and Process
Engineering 23 -25 November 2021 Marrakech, Morocco
26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education, 18-22 July
2022, Cape Town
African Materials Research Society (AMRS 2021) Dec 2022, Dakar, Senegal
www.africanmrs.net
ABC Chemistry conference Morocco Dec 2022
8
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Detailed conference information

i)

Virtual Conference on Chemistry and its Applications (VCCA-2021)
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IUPAC CHEMRAWN XXII E-waste in Africa conference
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XVth International Symposium on Environment, Catalysis and Process
Engineering (23 - 25 November 2021 | Marrakech, Morocco)

Conference Dates: November 23-25, 2021
Abstract Submission Opens: October 29, 2020
Registrations Opens: November 02, 2020
Contact info: Abdelhak.kherbeche@ecgpmorocco.com; 00212-661-081-734

iv)

26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education

The Covid-19 pandemic has led to profound changes in the way we work and live. The current steep
increase in cases as well as the uncertainty about international travel means that it is no longer feasible
to host the 26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education in Cape Town in January
2021. The IUPAC Committee for Chemistry Education has agreed to a further postponement of the
conference to July 2022. The conference will be known as ICCE 2022. Preliminary information
about ICCE 2022 is given below.
Dates: 18-22 July 2022
Venue: Lagoon Beach Hotel and Conference Venue
Please address any questions to icce2022@allevents.co.za and consult the
website, https://www.icce2022.org.za/, for regular updates.
The Local Organising Committee for ICCE 2022
For registration queries: +27 (0)21 910 1913 • email: icce2022@allevents.co.za
Event Organiser office: +27 (0)21 712 0571
email: icce@eventmanagmentsolutions.co.za
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ABC Chemistry Conference 2022

The conference date has been moved to late 2022. It will be held at the Palais des congrès –Marrakech,
Morocco. FASC will be hosting the event.
We are hoping to have an excellent turnout from African member countries at this event. More information
will be made available in the months ahead.
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