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2020 will soon be behind us. An unusual year with the unexpected corona virus upsetting all
plans we may have made in 2019. Although the worst is not over, with infections currently
averaging over 600000 per day, an end does appear in sight as the sesadears its

peak and the new vaccination drugs are at faatleavailable for use. Thus, 2021 already

looks to hold promise and hopdfylplans madewill be realised this time.

On behalf of the FASC executive wslvéll a joyous holiday period and tha021 will be a

New Year filled with promise for all.

Neil Coville
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ABOUT FASC

Information for the newsletter

Please send all information to either BadlrGin@faschem.ojgEmmanuel COhaekenyem
(ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.pgr to me feil.coville@wits.ac.za
Beth has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter

The newsletter will provide a means of gettimgssages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletterddvertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, or related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office

FASC member countries

We are currently attemptintg upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for information
(yonasc@faschem.orgyonasdbl@yahoo.com

CHEMISTRY NEWS

Corona virus data

The numbers of virus cases (and deaths) keeps rising. Still no vaccine! But there are many sites
now available that summarise the current status of drug development.
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i) Some useful sites for hardlata
https://ig.ft.com/coronaviruglobaldata
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

Projects

i) OPCW project call

OPCW Technical Secretariat

S/1805/2020
10 September 2020
ENGLISH only

NOTE BY THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

INVITATION TO APPLY FOR RESEARCH PROJECTS IN AREAS RELEVANT TO
THE CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION

Introduction

1. As part of its infernational cooperation programme for capacity building i the areas
of peaceful applications of chemistry, the Techmical Secretaniat of the Organisation
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (heremafter “the Secretanat™) contines to
support small-scale research projects in developing countries and countmes with
economies in transiion, which are Member States of the OPCW. The general
prerequisite for the provision of such support is that the research must fall within the
letter and spint of Arficle X1 of the Chemical Weapons Convention (hereinafter
“the Convention™}—i.e. it mmst facilitate the development and application of
chemistry for purposes not prolubited under the Convention. The objectives of a
proposed research project should be such that it will relate to the development goal(s)
of the Member State concemned, as well as to achieving sustainable development in
general. Research projects with components that promote South-South cooperation, or
strengthen such existing linkages, will be considered particularly worthy of support.

2 The Secretariat wishes to inform Member States of the conditions it applies to the
granting of financial support for research projects.’ In arder to be able to develop this
programme further, the Secretariat also invites comments from Member States.

Research in the context of the Convention

3 The Convention recognises research as one of the purposes not prohibited under the
Convention, as stated in Article IT subparagraph 9(a). Research is vaniously defined as
“scientific investigation that is performed in order to discover new information or to
develop or improve products and technology” * as “the systematic investigation into
and study of materials, sources, etc, in order to establish facts and reach new
conclusions™,* and as “an endeavour to discover new or collate old facts efc., by the
scientific study of a subject or by a course of critical investigation™ *

512582015 (dated 13 March 2015), 5/228/2000/Bev.1 (dated 14 March 2011}, and 52282000 (dated

5 December 2000).
z Acadamic Press Dictionary of Science and Technology.
3 Onxiord English Dictionary.
# Thid.
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i) Chemistry in Africa: Open & Global

https://pubs.acs.org/page/acsodf/vi/chemisgtry
africa?utm_source=pubs_content_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PUBS_1
020 FMT_AO_acsodf PUBS 1020 FMT_AO_Africa_lssue&ref=pubs_content_marketing_
email_PUBS_1020 FMT_AO_acsodf PUBS20 FMT_AQO_Africa_lssue

ACS Omegéas delighted to present this special collection of articles that highlight the
substantial scientific contributions of researchers based in Africa. Our commitment has always
been to serve as an inclusive, broad scope gtobal operaccess journal. This Virtual Issue
serves as a reminder that welcoming and communicating research from Africa to the world
remains an integral part of our mission.

We are honored that this Virtual Issue is led by a geesbrial cowritten by Elizabeth
Marincola, Senior Advisor for Communications and Advocacy at the African Academy of
Sciences, and Thomas Kariuki, Director of programs at the African Academy of Sciences. Both
are wellrenowned advocates for African research and Open Science.

The Virtual Issue showcases a topically diverse collection ofdpigtity work that spans the
Continent. It provides a glimpse of the richness of Afribased research in chemistry and
interfacing areas of science. We hope that this collection will  eage greater global
collaboration with scientists based in Africa. In addition, we hope it will inspire discussions,
challenge stereotypes, and generate momentum towards actionable measures to combat bias
often reported by researchers based in Africa lotthe publishing process and from the
broader scientific community.
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Elizabeth MarincolaandThomas KariukACS Omeg#, 38,2415524157
Publication Date (Web). September 18, 2020

i) A new Periodic Table for materials

When we think that the Periodi@ble as we know it is the last statement for chemists along
comes another form using Mendeleev numbEnss Table arranges the elemetuts

emphasize combinations of elements to produce material element combinations

See:

https://www.zmescience.com/science/new-periodic-table-mendeleev-30112020/

https://theconversation.com/periodic-table-scientists-propose-new-way-of-ordering-the-elements-
150881

Nonempirical Definition of the Mendeleev Numbers: Organizing the Chemical Space
“Al exander Bol dapeddlahy&sng Artenc B OgarfiovJ” PhyShem. C
2020, 124, h2p8/8%6doi-0r2)/308L028&/acs.jpcc.0c07857

African Chemical Societies News

i) Lesotho
LESOTHO HONOURSNTERNATIONALMOLE DAY ON 28 OCTOBER 2020 IN STYLE

Against the odds that CovitB pandemic denies people a changgatber and celebrate special
days; Lesotho held @2Viole Day celebration on the 2®ctober in style-launching the first

ever Chemical Society of Lesotho. Many Basotho chemists, regardless of where they are based
created time to meet online to celebrate this historically important day for Chemists and other
Scientists. In the procestey made history too. The attendance register noted a range of
chemists, from students, teachers to university professors; it even included a medical doctor
who studied chemistry prior to pursuing a medical degree from across the breadth of Lesotho
and tle neighbouring South Africa.

After the welcome and introductory remarks by Prof. George, the chair and coordinator of the
event, Dr. Mahamo shared a brief history behind this day and how the daBe@®er from

6.02 am to 6.02pm was derived from Avogadumber denoted as 6.02%¥30rhe renowned
Professor Hailemichael Alemu took all and sundry through the mole concept. It was through
this lecturer that some for the first time realised that Avogadro was initially a lawyer by 16
years of age but for somaknown reason he became a scientist. This was a celebration of
greatness and tapping to that greatness by making something worthwhile, a legacy for the next
Basotho generations. This was a second Mole Day celebration following the one held in
collaborationwith UNESCO Commission for Lesotho and the Department of Science and
Technology in 2019, where Prof. George presented a piece on the Mole and Stoichiometry!
Prior to this day, Prof George, an analytical chemist at the National University of Lesotho, has
been pondering over the challenges facing the Department of Chemistry and the University,
and the country as a whole. Seeing the need for collective thinking in tackling some of the
prevailing challenges, Professor George, thought it was perhaps timesfithb.do have a

Chemical Society whose vision wil!/ lastick o nur
in a bundl e i s . BhisAariety willunorture ¢éha kitareé thendsts through
mobilising funds foresearch grants, convening rasd conferences and symposia, publishing
a database of journal articles and/ or abstra

well as liaising with sister Societies in the African continent and elsewhere for the sole purpose
of promoting Chenstry.

Lesotho like other countries must benefit from its Chemists. These Chemists saw it worthy
then to engrave the first mission of this Society gsrtonote and stimulate the advancement
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of chemical sciences as a vital tool for national developmehtleVdt it, also work hard to
encourage and support chemical research and application of chemistry to improve society, to
promote education and training of chemists, last but not least, to set and uphold ethical
standards to promote professional integofypractising chemists, thus adoptiktpnesty,
Impartiality, Fairness and Ethical conduct (HIVE) in its business as it soars above all challenges
to achieve the overall mission.

Lesotho is one of the developing countries in Southern Africa whose pragrasst aspects,
economically, politically and otherwise has been stagnant over the 50 years of independence,
with most stating it is actually regressing. This state is also affecting chemists, especially
financial deprivation to carry out research. Unitherright conditions and with the right people,

this country could develop quite fast as it is one country that has just enough population for the
resources it has. When Chemistry and all its applications are empowered, the growth of
industries and otherop creation platforms are inevitable. It is therefore hoped that the
Chemical Society of Lesotho will empower the former.

The following were elected to steer the Society to legal registration:

President: Professor Mosotho George

Vice President: Dr. Mohale Mabaleha

Secretary: Dr. Tebello Mahamo

Vice Secretary: Ms. Mats’ ol o Seloanyane
Treasurer: Ms. Mosele Tsemane

Interesting to note, the committee comprise 3/5 female chemists and quite youthful with the
average age below 40yo$ age.

Younger Chemistsd News

)] PhosAgro/UNESCO/IUPAC Partnership in Green Chemistry for Life.

Research grants of up to US$30,000 to scientists aged 39 and under with an innovative
research projecon Green Chemistry.

The Green Chemistry for Life Projestas | aunched in 2013 by UNESC(
Basic Sciences Programme (IBSP) and PhosAgro, the largest producer of phbapbdte

fertilizer in Europe, in close cooperation with the International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC).

Programmend how to apply: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natusdiences/scienee
technology/basisciences/chemistry/greememisty-for-life/

The call for applicationfor the 2020, including thspecial grant for research projects on
phosphogypsum, is opemtil 31 January 2021.

Foundation fAGreen Sci enceswwivgsedfo®hdasidnarg nabl e D

i) Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry

The Green Sciences for Sustainable Development Foundation.{ssdfoundation.ordis
organizing the 18 Edition of thePostgraduate Summer School onGreen Chemistry that
will be held from the 4 to 10" of July 2021 inVenice.
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This Summer School follows the 12 previous editibakl from 1998 to 2020, but will be the
first one organized botbn siteandonline. Scholarshipswill be offered to young talented
chemists from developing countrié§e will be very glad ifyouwould consider participating
in the Summer SchooApplications are now oper¥ou can find complete information about
the School in the Summer School Poster andat the following
website: www.greenchemistry.schaol

Aurelia Visa
On behalf of Pietro Tundo,
Chair of Summer School on Green Chemistry

E-mail: green.chemistry@unive.it

Web:www.unive.it/sgc
Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/greenchemvenice2020/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/greenchemsummer
Instagramhttps://www.instagram.com/greenchemsummer/

iii) Erasmus Mundus scholarships folAMASE Master programme

H Erasmus+ Jama.SE

ezl Walcy
an: Engl-ee In,
EUSMAT opens a new call for Erasmus Mundus Scholarships for
the AMASE Master Programme

Students can apply for joining the AMASE Master Programme, which provides Erasmus
Mundus scholarships for camying out a two-year international Master in Advanced Materials
Science and Engineering. The application for the intake 2021 is now open.

The Joint Ewropean Master Programme in Advanced Materials Science and
Engineering [(AMASE) is aimed at students who hawve already obtained their Bachelor in
Materials Science, Materials Engineering or other related Engineering Sciences, as well as
Physics, Chemistry or other Matural Sciences.

The programme is camied out by

UdS — Universitit des Saarlandes / Germany

LTU — Lulea tekniska universitet / Sweden

UL — Université de Lommaine f France

UPC — Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya Barcelonatech /Spain
MUL — Montanuniversitat Leoben / Austria

UPD — Universita degli Studi di Padua / Italy

Within AMASE, students spend the first year at one of the partner universities and the third
semester at a Second University. In the fourth (last) semester the student writes the Master
thesis either at the Second or the Entrance University.

Through this exchange of cultures, the student gains wvast advantages on the academic
labour market, profits from personal growth and keams at least one new language. A
particularity of the AMASE programme is that studenis hawve to study in two different
languages by selecting the comesponding university (Spanish at UPC, French at UL, German
at UdS and English at LTU, MUL and UPD). Language courses, as well as training in
interculfural communication and complementary skills, are provided during the course.

Participation costs for the programme are 1.500 € per semester for EU-students and 4.500 €
per semester for Non-EU students. Basic health and social insurance is included in the fees.
To support students, the European Commission provides Erasmus Mundus Programme
scholarships for especially gifted and motivated students. These scholarships consist of
1.000 € monthly allowance, a contribution for travel costs and installation (depending on the
couniry of origin); and covering of participation costs._

Deadline for applying for Erasmus Mundus financial contribution is 15™ of February 2021
(15" of January for students starting at LTU).

For more information please check our website www.amase-master. net or contact us at:
office@eusmatnet. ¥ you are interested in our programme, you can apply for the
scholarships and the study place through: https:Vamase-
master net/application/SubmitAbstract. php

Follow us on social media:
ﬂ Facebook and @ Instagram: @ eusmat. materials
Eﬂ! Linkedin: www linkedin_comfcompany/european-schoolof-materials-eusmat-

iv) African Young Chemists Network (AYCN)

It is an exciting time to be a young chemist on the African continent. The African Younger
Chemists Network (AYCN) seeks to showcase the unique talents of yeseeychers on the
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continent and to provide a platform for constructive career development and engagements
across the globe.

Currently, the AYCN is in its development stage and is looking for enthusiastic volunteers
for the following subcommittees:

Finan@, governance, membership, international liaison, social media, and public outreach.
If you are would like to be involved, please fill out your details vidlitilebelow.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHIcSdblbYL2mbkcggREUrb
kfvEwc7KU bnczve9lx0j1Bw/viewform

For more information please contact Ms Bianca Davidg/at.chemists@gmatiom See the
Google form link introducing the AYCN and requesting for volunteers to populate the
various subcommitteebttps://forms.gle/hVAM8UeEY57hjusPA The form will be open
until the end of the year

Contact emailaycn.chemists@gmail.cgr@ontact people: Ms Bianca Davids, Dr Sadhna
Mathura

V) International Young Chemists Network (I'YCN)

Professional DevelopmeBkills

The International Younger Chemidtetwork (IYCN; hitps://www.iycnglobal.com)),

affiliated organization of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) is
organizing aseries of FREE live workshopslevoted to supportna empower earkgareer
chemists wittprofessional development skilldo advance their careers.

We will have another IYCN workshop on the seriesPoofessional DevelopmeBkillson
December 17th at 5 pm CET The workshop will be o&cience Communicatiorand we

will count on 3 speakers: 2 from Europe (Portugal and Italy) and 1 from Australia. After the
talks we will have ganel discussiorreuniting the speakers and answering to the questions
raised by the attendees.

We do not yet have the headshots ofdpeakers nor a link to the workshop but we should
have it in the course of this week and you may disseminate it throughout this community
by then.

If you're interested in attending it, please registefrie via the following link (you can also
do it via the QRcode- see attached flyerlit.ly/DivChemCareers

Stephen O Aderint@oaderintol @sheffield.ac.uk
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RSC News

)] Departure of FrancescaPorcu

It is with regret that | have to pass on the message that Francesca Porcu, Strategic Partnerships
Assistant is leaving her paitne role at the RSC on Wednesddy®ecember to take on a new
full-time role at Sanofi, returning to her roots in supply chain manageméntvill be sad to

see her go, but wish her all the best in her new role.

Francesca wishes to pass on the following message:
Dear All,

It has been a pleasure meeting you all, in person as well as via video call. Even though | have
been involved only for a short period of timehe PACN, | have seen how wonderful and
passionate all the people involved in each hub are. Working for theaR&Geing involved

with the PACN activities hhasbeen a great experience. | will miss you all and wish you all the
best for the forthcoming analytical courses | am sure that, despite all the challenges we still
all have you will find a way to put togethgreatandinspirational courses for all the delegates.

Best wishes to all for the Christmas festivity
Francesca

From: Alison Eldridge, RSC

AFRICAN JOURNALS OF CHEMISTRY

9 Scientific African
Published by thélext Einstein Forunm collaboration with Elsevier.

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/scientifidrican

1 Journal of the Kenya Chemical Society (JKCS)
This is a peereviewed multidisciplinary chemistry journal published by the Kenya

Chemical Society (KCS). JKCS publishes findings from all areas of chemistry including
organic, inorganic, physical, analytical, materials chemistry and nanoscience,
compuational chemistry and environmental chemistry. JKCS also publishes reviews in all
areas of chemistry. Published articles are available at
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https://kenyachemicalsociety.org/journaiéanuscripts shodlbe submitted to the Editor
in-Chief ateic.jkcs@gmail.confior processing and peegview.

1 Chemistry Africa.

A Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society
https://www.springer.com/chemistry/journal/42250?utm_source=hybris&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_content=mternal&utm_campaign=JFTT 2 aww_2018newjournals

Mohamed Mehdi Chehimi
Executive Editorin-Chief of Chemistry Africa

1 Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMC9

Publishes research articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is
published online athttp://www.scmauritania.org/journacm M A Sanhoury, JMCS
Coordination Editar

9 South African Journal of Chemistry
This Journal is published electronically. The webpagéig://www.saci.co.za/ Details

of the journal and the editors can be seehtt://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/ The

South African Journal of Chemistry, published by the South African Chemical Institute,
has been publishing high quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 100 years. The
Journal went fully electronic in 2008nd is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa _epublication/chem

q African Corrosion Journal (online).

Commenced in 2015 a peer reviewed carsion journal. This journal may be of interest

to the “practical” c¢hemihtgsd#view.publiag.®rml/icdk he SAC
1/african-corrosion-journal

9 African Journal of Chemical Education
Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the -idi@nef: email

eic@faschem.orgPO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, EthiopiaJCE, 2016, 6(1) ISSN 2227
5835 The online version appears in thA$C website(www.faschem.org and in the
AJOL websitelwww.ajol.info).

9 South African Journal of ScienceTOC@assaf.org.za

9 Journal of the Chemical Society of Nigeria
csnjournals@gmail.comcsnjournals@yahoo.comeditor@chemsocnigeria.org

9 Bulletin of the Chemical Society of Ethiopia
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/bcse/index

q South African Journal of Chemical Engineering
A fully open access journahttp://www.journals.elsevier.com/southafrican-journal -

of-chemicalengineering/

9 African Journal of Pure and Applied Chemistry
EditorialOffice: ajpac@academicjournals.onglp deskhelpdesk@academicjournals.prg

URL: www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPAC
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CONFERENCES/WOKSHOPS
Reports
No reports
Upcoming events
i) Postgraduate Summer Schoobn Green Chemistry, Venice,
ltaly (4-10" July 2021) www.greenchemistry.school
i) IUPACGI obal Wo me n @%FeldBuarg 20X1j a s t
i) 26th International Conference on Chemistry Education,
Cape Town 202126-30 Januaryicce2021@allevents.co.za
iv) African Materials Research Society (AMRS 2021)3-16
Dec 2021, Dakar, Seneddltps://africanmrs.nat)
V) ABC Chemistry conferenceMoroccoDec2022

Detailed conference information

)] Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry, Venice, Italy
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GHREEMN SULEMCES (

www greenchemistry.schoal

Dear SirfMadam,

I'm pleased to inform you that the Green Sciences for Sustainable Development Foundation
(www.gssd foundation.org) is organizing the 13™ Edition of the Post-graduate Summer School
on Green Chemistry that will be held from the 4™ to 10" of July 2021 in Venice.

The event is organized in collaboration with the IUPAC Interdivisional Committee
on Green Chemistry for Sustainable Development ICGCSD (hitps:/fiupac. org/body/041 ) and the
Wenice' Ca’ Foscari University (waw unive i)

Green Chemistry iz one of the key sciences of a sustainable development on earth and
required for reaching the 17 UN-Goals: IUPAC and ICGCSD are fully aware of their responsibility in
working in the direction of Sustainable Development through Green Chemistry

This Summer School follows the 12 previous editions held from 1998 to 2020, but will be the
first one organized both on site and online.

Forunsrhesll.ldenﬁ,hesmonlwilhermtednﬂ}enewSanlsaMsﬂaVemce Camplus
nta

Schelarships will be offered to young talented chemists especially from developing couniries.

The choice of Venice, this extraordinary but delicate architectural masterpiece between land
and sea, as Host city for the Summer School will offer the opportunity to highlight the emernging
connection of Green Chemistry with cultural heritage restoration and conservation field_

Info about the 2020’ online Edition could be found on the following website www. unive.itissge

During the 2020' Edition, 200 post-graduate students, coming from all over the world,
attended our School and we will expect the same number for the next July’ Edition.

Main topics will be:
= Benign synthesis routes
= Green catalysis
*+  Alternative solvents
= Renewable and green raw materials
= Green chemistry for energy
# Clean processes

£ EE B
GREEN

CHEMISTRY

LIVE AND ONLINE

POSTGRADUATE

SUMMER SCHOOL
4th-10th July 2021

Venice, Italy

O zbrs

Pletro Tundo Chiairman
Fabio Arico

Al

Bemgn synthesis routes

Green catalysis

Alternative solvents

Renewable and green raw materials
Green chemistry for energy

Clean processes

Green Chemistry education

{nfo at: https://www.gssd-foundation.org

_FASC FASC _FASC

%- , Federation of African « , Federation of African %- , Federation of African
* Societies of Chemistry * Societies of Chemistry * Societies of Chemistry




Issue 11 December, 2020 FASC Newsletter

) L't!/ Df2o6lt 22YSyQa . NBITTFIad
P

[UPAC Global Women’s Breakfast

Where: fo be announced...

G Wo Br

global women's breakfast

Contact: saci.chem@wits.ac.za
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Empowering Diversity in Science
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i) 26th International Conference on Chemistry Education

The Local Organising Committee in consultation with the IUPAC Committee for Chemistry Edi
has decided to postpone the 26th International Conference on Chemistry Education to January .
name of the conference will changel@CE 2021 Preliminary information about ICCE 2021 is gi
below.

Dates:

26-30 January 2021.

Venue

Lagomn Beach Hotel and Conference Venue.

Abstracts

The call for abstracts will be repeated later this year. If you have already submitted an abstract
be invited to resubmit wor abstract when the submission process -opens
The Local Organising Committee for ICCE 2021

For registration quer:iceel02ltaalieveritsdcy.za1 910 191
Event Organiser office: +27 (0)Z11 2 0 5 7 :licce@eeent@andgmentsolutions.co.za

FASC FASC FASC

Federation of African Federation of African Federation of African
Societies of Chemistry Societies of Chemistry Societies of Chemistry


mailto:icce2021@allevents.co.za
mailto:icce@eventmanagmentsolutions.co.za

Issue 11 December, 2020 FASC Newsletter

iv)  AMRS 2021

) ESAVETHEDATEY e

11" International Conlerence
of the African Matenals Research Society

m
AMRS2021

Preconference workshops: 11 = 12 December 2021
Main conference: 13 - 16 December 2021
Dakar - SENEGAL

v

Contact: Prof Balla Diop Ngom
Email: balla.ngom{@ucad.edu.sn / Website: https://africanmrs.net
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V) ABC Chemistry Conference 2022/2023

The conference date has been moved to late 2022/early 20R3vill be held at the Palais des congs
Marrakech, MoroccoFASC will be hosting the event.

We are hoping to have an excellent turnout from African member countries at this event. More infi
will be made available in the months ahead.

dalions daali Jal Ha Aol plaasll Ay i) daand)

Association Marocaine de Chimie Analytique pour un Développement Durable

Second Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry

Marrakech
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