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2020 will soon be behind us. An unusual year with the unexpected corona virus upsetting all
plans we may have made in 2019. Although the worst is not over, with infections currently
averaging over 600000 per day, an end does appear in sight as the second wave nears its
peak and the new vaccination drugs are at last made available for use. Thus, 2021 already
looks to hold promise and hopefully, plans made, will be realised this time.
On behalf of the FASC executive we wish all a joyous holiday period and that 2021 will be a
New Year filled with promise for all.
Neil Coville
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ABOUT FASC
Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to either Beth (admin@faschem.org), Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem
(ec.ohaekenyem@unizik.edu.ng ) or to me (neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, or related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office

FASC member countries
We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for information
(yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com).

CHEMISTRY NEWS
Corona virus data
The numbers of virus cases (and deaths) keeps rising. Still no vaccine! But there are many sites
now available that summarise the current status of drug development.
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i)
Some useful sites for hard data
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-global-data
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

Projects
i) OPCW project call
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ii) Chemistry in Africa: Open & Global
https://pubs.acs.org/page/acsodf/vi/chemistry-inafrica?utm_source=pubs_content_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PUBS_1
020_FMT_AO_acsodf_PUBS_1020_FMT_AO_Africa_Issue&ref=pubs_content_marketing_
email_PUBS_1020_FMT_AO_acsodf_PUBS_1020_FMT_AO_Africa_Issue

ACS Omega is delighted to present this special collection of articles that highlight the
substantial scientific contributions of researchers based in Africa. Our commitment has always
been to serve as an inclusive, broad scope, and global open-access journal. This Virtual Issue
serves as a reminder that welcoming and communicating research from Africa to the world
remains an integral part of our mission.
We are honored that this Virtual Issue is led by a guest-editorial co-written by Elizabeth
Marincola, Senior Advisor for Communications and Advocacy at the African Academy of
Sciences, and Thomas Kariuki, Director of programs at the African Academy of Sciences. Both
are well-renowned advocates for African research and Open Science.
The Virtual Issue showcases a topically diverse collection of high-quality work that spans the
Continent. It provides a glimpse of the richness of African-based research in chemistry and
interfacing areas of science. We hope that this collection will encourage greater global
collaboration with scientists based in Africa. In addition, we hope it will inspire discussions,
challenge stereotypes, and generate momentum towards actionable measures to combat bias
often reported by researchers based in Africa both in the publishing process and from the
broader scientific community.
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Elizabeth Marincola and Thomas Kariuki ACS Omega 5, 38, 24155-24157
Publication Date (Web): September 18, 2020
ii)

A new Periodic Table for materials

When we think that the Periodic Table as we know it is the last statement for chemists along
comes another form using Mendeleev numbers. This Table arranges the elements to
emphasize combinations of elements to produce material element combinations
See:
https://www.zmescience.com/science/new-periodic-table-mendeleev-30112020/
https://theconversation.com/periodic-table-scientists-propose-new-way-of-ordering-the-elements150881

Nonempirical Definition of the Mendeleev Numbers: Organizing the Chemical Space
“Alexander Boldyrev Festschrift”. Zahed Allahyari and Artem R. OganovJ. Phys. Chem. C
2020, 124, 23867−23878 https://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.jpcc.0c07857

African Chemical Societies News
i)

Lesotho

LESOTHO HONOURS INTERNATIONAL MOLE DAY ON 23rd OCTOBER 2020 IN STYLE
Against the odds that Covid-19 pandemic denies people a chance to gather and celebrate special
days; Lesotho held a 2nd Mole Day celebration on the 23rd October in style – launching the first
ever Chemical Society of Lesotho. Many Basotho chemists, regardless of where they are based
created time to meet online to celebrate this historically important day for Chemists and other
Scientists. In the process, they made history too. The attendance register noted a range of
chemists, from students, teachers to university professors; it even included a medical doctor
who studied chemistry prior to pursuing a medical degree from across the breadth of Lesotho
and the neighbouring South Africa.
After the welcome and introductory remarks by Prof. George, the chair and coordinator of the
event, Dr. Mahamo shared a brief history behind this day and how the date 23 rd October from
6.02 am to 6.02pm was derived from Avogadro number denoted as 6.02×1023. The renowned
Professor Hailemichael Alemu took all and sundry through the mole concept. It was through
this lecturer that some for the first time realised that Avogadro was initially a lawyer by 16
years of age but for some unknown reason he became a scientist. This was a celebration of
greatness and tapping to that greatness by making something worthwhile, a legacy for the next
Basotho generations. This was a second Mole Day celebration following the one held in
collaboration with UNESCO Commission for Lesotho and the Department of Science and
Technology in 2019, where Prof. George presented a piece on the Mole and Stoichiometry!
Prior to this day, Prof George, an analytical chemist at the National University of Lesotho, has
been pondering over the challenges facing the Department of Chemistry and the University,
and the country as a whole. Seeing the need for collective thinking in tackling some of the
prevailing challenges, Professor George, thought it was perhaps time for Lesotho to have a
Chemical Society whose vision will be to nurture chemists of note in Lesotho. After all, ‘a stick
in a bundle is almost unbreakable’. This Society will nurture the future chemists through
mobilising funds for research grants, convening research conferences and symposia, publishing
a database of journal articles and/or abstracts of articles authored by the Society’s members, as
well as liaising with sister Societies in the African continent and elsewhere for the sole purpose
of promoting Chemistry.
Lesotho like other countries must benefit from its Chemists. These Chemists saw it worthy
then to engrave the first mission of this Society as to promote and stimulate the advancement
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of chemical sciences as a vital tool for national development. While at it, also work hard to
encourage and support chemical research and application of chemistry to improve society, to
promote education and training of chemists, last but not least, to set and uphold ethical
standards to promote professional integrity of practising chemists, thus adopting Honesty,
Impartiality, Fairness and Ethical conduct (HIVE) in its business as it soars above all challenges
to achieve the overall mission.
Lesotho is one of the developing countries in Southern Africa whose progress in most aspects,
economically, politically and otherwise has been stagnant over the 50 years of independence,
with most stating it is actually regressing. This state is also affecting chemists, especially
financial deprivation to carry out research. Under the right conditions and with the right people,
this country could develop quite fast as it is one country that has just enough population for the
resources it has. When Chemistry and all its applications are empowered, the growth of
industries and other job creation platforms are inevitable. It is therefore hoped that the
Chemical Society of Lesotho will empower the former.
The following were elected to steer the Society to legal registration:
President: Professor Mosotho George
Vice President: Dr. Mohale Mabaleha
Secretary: Dr. Tebello Mahamo
Vice Secretary: Ms. Mats’olo Seloanyane
Treasurer: Ms. Mosele Tsemane
Interesting to note, the committee comprise 3/5 female chemists and quite youthful with the
average age below 40yrs of age.

Younger Chemists’ News
i)

PhosAgro/UNESCO/IUPAC Partnership in Green Chemistry for Life.

Research grants of up to US$30,000 to scientists aged 39 and under with an innovative
research project on Green Chemistry.
The Green Chemistry for Life Project was launched in 2013 by UNESCO’s International
Basic Sciences Programme (IBSP) and PhosAgro, the largest producer of phosphate-based
fertilizer in Europe, in close cooperation with the International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC).
Programme and how to apply: - http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/sciencetechnology/basic-sciences/chemistry/green-chemistry-for-life/
The call for applications for the 2020, including the special grant for research projects on
phosphogypsum, is open until 31 January 2021.
Foundation “Green Sciences for Sustainable Development” www.gssd-foundation.org
ii)

Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry

The Green Sciences for Sustainable Development Foundation (www.gssd-foundation.org) is
organizing the 13th Edition of the Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry that
will be held from the 4th to 10th of July 2021 in Venice.
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This Summer School follows the 12 previous editions held from 1998 to 2020, but will be the
first one organized both on site and online. Scholarships will be offered to young talented
chemists from developing countries. We will be very glad if you would consider participating
in the Summer School. Applications are now open! You can find complete information about
the
School
in
the
Summer
School
Poster
and
at
the
following
website: www.greenchemistry.school.
Aurelia Visa
On behalf of Pietro Tundo,
Chair of Summer School on Green Chemistry
E-mail: green.chemistry@unive.it
Web: www.unive.it/ssgc
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenchemvenice2020/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/greenchemsummer
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/greenchemsummer/
iii)

Erasmus Mundus scholarships for AMASE Master programme

iv)

African Young Chemists Network (AYCN)

It is an exciting time to be a young chemist on the African continent. The African Younger
Chemists Network (AYCN) seeks to showcase the unique talents of young researchers on the
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continent and to provide a platform for constructive career development and engagements
across the globe.
Currently, the AYCN is in its development stage and is looking for enthusiastic volunteers
for the following subcommittees:
Finance, governance, membership, international liaison, social media, and public outreach.
If you are would like to be involved, please fill out your details via the link below.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHIcSdblbYL2mbkcggREUrbkfvEwc7KU_bnczve9lx0j1Bw/viewform
For more information please contact Ms Bianca Davids at aycn.chemists@gmail.com See the
Google form link introducing the AYCN and requesting for volunteers to populate the
various subcommittees. https://forms.gle/hVAM8UeEY57hjusPA The form will be open
until the end of the year.
Contact email: aycn.chemists@gmail.com; Contact people: Ms Bianca Davids, Dr Sadhna
Mathura
v)

International Young Chemists Network (IYCN)

Professional Development Skills:
The International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN; https://www.iycnglobal.com/),
affiliated organization of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) is
organizing a series of FREE live workshops devoted to support and empower early-career
chemists with professional development skills to advance their careers.
We will have another IYCN workshop on the series on Professional Development Skills on
December 17th at 5 pm CET. The workshop will be on Science Communication and we
will count on 3 speakers: 2 from Europe (Portugal and Italy) and 1 from Australia. After the
talks we will have a panel discussion reuniting the speakers and answering to the questions
raised by the attendees.
We do not yet have the headshots of the speakers nor a link to the workshop but we should
have it in the course of this week and you may disseminate it throughout this community
by then.
If you're interested in attending it, please register for free via the following link (you can also
do it via the QR-code - see attached flyer): bit.ly/DivChemCareers
Stephen O Aderinto: soaderinto1@sheffield.ac.uk
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RSC News
i)

Departure of Francesca Porcu

It is with regret that I have to pass on the message that Francesca Porcu, Strategic Partnerships
Assistant is leaving her part-time role at the RSC on Wednesday 9th December to take on a new
full-time role at Sanofi, returning to her roots in supply chain management. We will be sad to
see her go, but wish her all the best in her new role.
Francesca wishes to pass on the following message:
Dear All,
It has been a pleasure meeting you all, in person as well as via video call. Even though I have
been involved only for a short period of time in the PACN, I have seen how wonderful and
passionate all the people involved in each hub are. Working for the RSC and being involved
with the PACN activities it has been a great experience. I will miss you all and wish you all the
best for the forthcoming analytical courses I am sure that, despite all the challenges we still
all have you will find a way to put together great and inspirational courses for all the delegates.
Best wishes to all for the Christmas festivity
Francesca
From: Alison Eldridge, RSC

AFRICAN JOURNALS OF CHEMISTRY
 Scientific African
Published by the Next Einstein Forum in collaboration with Elsevier.
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/scientific-african
 Journal of the Kenya Chemical Society (JKCS)
This is a peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary chemistry journal published by the Kenya
Chemical Society (KCS). JKCS publishes findings from all areas of chemistry including
organic, inorganic, physical, analytical, materials chemistry and nanoscience,
computational chemistry and environmental chemistry. JKCS also publishes reviews in all
areas
of
chemistry.
Published
articles
are
available
at
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https://kenyachemicalsociety.org/journals. Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editorin-Chief at eic.jkcs@gmail.com for processing and peer-review.
 Chemistry Africa.
A Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society
https://www.springer.com/chemistry/journal/42250?utm_source=hybris&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_content=internal&utm_campaign=JFTT_2_aww_2018newjournals
Mohamed Mehdi Chehimi
Executive Editor-in-Chief of Chemistry Africa
 Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMCS)
Publishes research articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is
published online at: http://www.scmauritania.org/journal-scm; M A Sanhoury, JMCS
Coordination Editor.
 South African Journal of Chemistry
This Journal is published electronically. The webpage is: http://www.saci.co.za/, Details
of the journal and the editors can be seen at http://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/. The
South African Journal of Chemistry, published by the South African Chemical Institute,
has been publishing high quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 100 years. The
Journal went fully electronic in 2000 and is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/chem).
 African Corrosion Journal (online).
Commenced in 2015 – a peer reviewed corrosion journal. This journal may be of interest
to the “practical” chemists amongst the SACI membership. https://view.publitas.com/icp1/african-corrosion-journal
 African Journal of Chemical Education
Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief: email
eic@faschem.org, PO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. AJCE, 2016, 6(1) ISSN 22275835 The online version appears in the FASC website (www.faschem.org) and in the
AJOL website (www.ajol.info).


South African Journal of Science TOC@assaf.org.za

 Journal of the Chemical Society of Nigeria
csnjournals@gmail.com; csnjournals@yahoo.com; editor@chemsocnigeria.org
 Bulletin of the Chemical Society of Ethiopia
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/bcse/index
 South African Journal of Chemical Engineering
A fully open access journal http://www.journals.elsevier.com/south-african-journalof-chemical-engineering/
 African Journal of Pure and Applied Chemistry
EditorialOffice: ajpac@academicjournals.org help desk: helpdesk@academicjournals.org;
URL: www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPAC
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CONFERENCES/WOKSHOPS

Reports
No reports

Upcoming events
i)
Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry, Venice,
th
Italy (4-10 July 2021). www.greenchemistry.school
ii)
IUPAC Global Women’s Breakfast (9th February 2021)
iii)
26th International Conference on Chemistry Education,
Cape Town 2021 (26-30 January) icce2021@allevents.co.za.
iv)
African Materials Research Society (AMRS 2021) 13-16
Dec 2021, Dakar, Senegal https://africanmrs.net v)
v)
ABC Chemistry conference Morocco Dec 2022

Detailed conference information
i)

Post-graduate Summer School on Green Chemistry, Venice, Italy
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26th International Conference on Chemistry Education

The Local Organising Committee in consultation with the IUPAC Committee for Chemistry Education
has decided to postpone the 26th International Conference on Chemistry Education to January 2021. The
name of the conference will change to ICCE 2021. Preliminary information about ICCE 2021 is given
below.
.
Dates:
26-30 January 2021.
.
Venue
Lagoon Beach Hotel and Conference Venue.
.
Abstracts
The call for abstracts will be repeated later this year. If you have already submitted an abstract, you will
be invited to resubmit your abstract when the submission process re-opens.
The Local Organising Committee for ICCE 2021
For registration queries:+27 (0)21 910 1913 • email: icce2021@allevents.co.za
Event Organiser office: +27 (0)21 712 0571 • email: icce@eventmanagmentsolutions.co.za
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ABC Chemistry Conference 2022/2023

The conference date has been moved to late 2022/early 2023. It will be held at the Palais des congrès –
Marrakech, Morocco. FASC will be hosting the event.
We are hoping to have an excellent turnout from African member countries at this event. More information
will be made available in the months ahead.

