FASC Newsletter
July 2019
I would like to welcome Emmanuel Chukwudalu Ohaekenyem, a Lecturer, at Namdi Azikiwe
University in Nigeria to the FASC Newsletter team. He has volunteered to assist with the
monthly FASC newsletter. I met Emmanuel in Tanzania recently at a Green Chemistry
conference. He was one of the young chemists that has been assigned to an element by
IUPAC for this year – he is ‘Sn’. He is also involved with the IYCN, as are a few others from
the African continent. This is a good sign that the chemistry community will be in good
hands as us ‘older folk’ are replaced by those with a young modern view of chemistry and its
place in the world.
I have also included an article by the AAS on ethics. Moreover, of course the information on
the FASC meeting takes place in Gaborone later this month. Both the ACS President and the
RSC President-elect will be attending the Botswana meeting.
Neil Coville
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NanoAfrica 2020 Johannesburg, South Africa
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Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to either Beth (admin@faschem.org) or to me
(neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth has placed all earlier newsletters on the FASC website. She will be responsible for
sending out the newsletter every month.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, or related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office

FASC member countries
We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for information
(yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com)

FASC Meeting 2019

The dates and venue for the upcoming FASC 2019 event have now been finalised
Prof Tom Welton, University College. London and RSC President-elect will be the Plenary
lecturer at the event. Prof Bonnie Charpentier, the ACS President, will also attend as will Dr
Mary Kirchoff (who will give a Plenary lecture on Green Chemistry). Following the meeting,
a discussion on the recent formation of the RSC Commonwealth Chemistry Societies (led by
Dr Ale Palermo) will take place.
Registration: https://conferences.ub.bw/index.php/csfse/csfse2019
Bank account details: Bank Account Name: Chemical Society of Bots, Branch Name:
FNBB Riverwalk Plaza, Acc #: 62761059544 Branch #: 285267. Ref: Confreg
Information (see flyer in the newsletter)






The Botswana Chemical Society (BCS) will host their first Chemistry conference
from September 25-27, 2019.
This will take place in Gaborone, Botswana
The conference will be hosted by the University of Botswana in their brand new
conference centre that has an auditorium for plenary lectures and rooms for parallel
sessions.
A three day SEANAC conference will be held concurrently with the BCS meeting
The Thursday will be dedicated to FASC activities.

IUPAC news
Two issues to note from the IYCN group
i)
Global Young Academy membership call
https://council.science/current/news/the-global-young-academy-is-looking-for-newmembers-to-join
ii)

Volunteers to translate experiments for our experimental
database
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iii) Signatories to the Chemical Societies Forum meeting

African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE)
A PDF version of the first issue of volume 2 AJCE 2019 is available. The online version is
available at the FASC website: www.faschem.org, under Journal) and the AJOL website
(www.ajol.info).
The table of contents is listed below for your overview:
EDITORIAL
Chemistry and traditional technology/knowledge

Temechegn Engida

RESEARCH PAPERS
Using molecular modelling to study bond dissociation energy: methane as a study
case Robson Fernandes de Farias
Designing and conducting an open-ended experiment as an organic chemistry laboratory
practical
Cheng-jun Jiang and Gui-lin Cheng
Preparation and use of acanthus sennii chiovenda flower extract as a green substitute for
synthetic acid-base indicators
Habitamu Baye and Sintayehu Leshe
A statistical approach to understanding the role of reaction conditions in biodiesel
production
Femi F. Oloye, Afolabi Owoloye, Isaac A. Ololade, A. Olonisakin,
Victor O. Olumekun
A study of performance in chemistry among lower secondary government
schools in Zanzibar

Ochieng O. Anthony, Hemed M. Shaban and Sebtuu M. Nassor

Motivation and attitude towards learning chemistry
Woldeamanuel and Gizaw G/Selassie
Ionic compounds: reactions and presentation

Melaku Masresha

Giyamu G.Gilagu

Chemical kinetics: a discipline and a mechanistic tool
D. and Abdulkadir I.

Busari A., Idris S. O., Onu A.

Exploring in-service teachers’ anxiety towards chemistry

Woldie Belachew

A look into how first year chemistry students at the University of Botswana use their prescribed
textbook
Moses Tlhabologo Kabomo
Dr. Temechegn Engida e-mail: temechegne@faschem.org, t.engida@unesco.org ;

African Journals of Chemistry
 Chemistry Africa.
A Journal of the Tunisian Chemical Society
https://www.springer.com/chemistry/journal/42250?utm_source=hybris&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_content=internal&utm_campaign=JFTT_2_aww_2018newjournals
 Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMCS)
Publishes research articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is
published online at: http://www.scmauritania.org/journal-scm; M A Sanhoury, JMCS
Coordination Editor
 South African Journal of Chemistry
This Journal is published electronically. The webpage is: http://www.saci.co.za/, Details
of the journal and the editors can be seen at http://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/. The
South African Journal of Chemistry, published by the South African Chemical Institute,
has been publishing high quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 100 years. The
Journal went fully electronic in 2000 and is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/chem).
 African Corrosion Journal (online).
Commenced in 2015 – a peer reviewed corrosion journal. This journal may be of interest
to the “practical” chemists amongst the SACI
membership. https://view.publitas.com/icp-1/african-corrosion-journal
 African Journal of Chemical Education
Enquiries and manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief:
email eic@faschem.org, PO Box 2305, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. AJCE, 2016, 6(1) ISSN
2227-5835 The online version appears in the FASC website (www.faschem.org) and in
the AJOL website (www.ajol.info).
 South African Journal of Science
TOC@assaf.org.za
 Journal of the Chemical Society of Nigeria
csnjournals@gmail.com; csnjournals@yahoo.com; editor@chemsocnigeria.org
 Bulletin of the Chemical Society of Ethiopia
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/bcse/index
 South African Journal of Chemical Engineering
A fully open access journal http://www.journals.elsevier.com/south-africanjournal-of-chemical-engineering/
 African Journal of Pure and Applied Chemistry
Editorial Office: ajpac@academicjournals.org;
Helpdesk: helpdesk@academicjournals.org;
URL: www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPAC

African Academy of Sciences
i) Human Rights and the Role of Science Academies
Instances or human rights violations have recently been reported to affect our work as
scientists. For example, last year, a renowned Sudanese geneticist was behind bars for
opposing regime: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/03/renowned-sudanese-geneticistbehind-bars-opposing-regime . The excessive human rights violations and conflicts in

Cameroon have trapped many English Speaking Scientists and with some of them who were
researchers/lecturers at various Nigerian Universities being kidnapped and sent against their
will back to Cameroon.
In light of these incidences, and many others you may be aware of, we imagine that this is an
issue that the AAS Fellows may want to consider as a future endeavour for and on behalf of
African scientists. I attach a report on human rights and the role of science academies
produced by the International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies
to shed more light on this. The report shows that Human Rights is indeed an issue that many
Academies are involved in as it affects how they deliver on their mandate.
In our case, it would take the form of advocacy, or science diplomacy for “improved lives”
though not through Science but through Advocacy by Scientists.
It would be good to hear Fellows views on this issue, and as well, your interest in forming a
committee that would define the position and role of The AAS in human rights issues on the
continent and globally.
Dr. Grace Mwaura
Fellows & Affiliates Manager

Address: 8 Miotoni Lane, Karen, Nairobi, Kenya
Office: +254 (0) 725 290 143. Direct Line: +254(0) 709 158 167
Skype: g.mwaura@aasciences.ac.ke| Twitter Handle: @gracemwaura
Follow us on: www.aasciences.ac.ke | Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Flicker | YouTube

ii) Researcher mobility funds to promote collaboration among African and Indian
scientists
A fund to promote collaboration between African and Indian scientists has reopened calls for
applications to scientists from the two regions who wish to conduct visits of up to three
months in either direction.
The mobility funds will be given through the Africa India Mobility Fund (AIMF), which is
a partnership between The African Academy of Sciences (The AAS) and the Wellcome
Trust/DBT India Alliance (India Alliance) that has been running since April 2018. Travel
grants which seek to establish links between African and Indian researchers that cultivate a
culture of collaboration will serve as a vehicle to improve research capacity and build

leadership in biomedical and clinical research for Africa and India.
The AIMF comes on the heels of the Third India-Africa Forum Summit held in 2015, where
Heads of State adopted the Delhi Declaration renewing their commitment to work with each
other, and outlining the priority areas and ways in which Africa and India can work together
to improve the lives of their people.
The AIMF is also one of many efforts to exploit the synergistic relationship between Africa
and India outlined in the India Africa Health Sciences Summit held in 2016.
Africa and India share many challenges, including in health, and the asset of a young
population. The AIMF hopes that bringing together researchers from these geographies
would lead to sustainable solutions for common problems.
The relationship between India and Africa is mutually beneficial. India has the technological
advances, including the production of generic drugs and being one of the world’s leading
filers of patents, hence providing learning opportunities for African scientists. While Africa
provides a conducive environment for research with its genetic diversity, fairly welldeveloped capacities for clinical trials and high disease burden. The AIMF also hopes to
exploit this relationship and contribute to efforts to building a highly skilled science
technology and innovative workforce and thereby advance knowledge economies and ensure
more people live healthy, productive lives.
Funding will support collaboration in research in HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, dengue, malaria,
vector-borne diseases, parasitic infections, emerging infections, cancer, diabetes,
hypertension, health systems research, antimicrobial resistance, microbiome, drug
development and general biomedical sciences.
The fund will now be issued as a single call with applications closing on Friday, 04 October
2019 at 5PM EAT.
Further information
Contact: Africa-Indiamobilityfund@aasciences.ac.ke
Africa India Mobility Fund
https://www.aasciences.ac.ke/aesa/programmes/mobility-schemes-africa-india-mobility-fund

Africa Conference on Research in Chemical Education
Conference Dates: 8th – 13th September 2019 (CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF NIGERIA)
Deadlines for ACRICE-4 2019 submissions

Last date for submission of abstract & full papers for oral presentations – Friday, 22nd March,
2019
Last date for submission of abstract & full papers for poster presentation:
Friday, 29th
March, 2019
Communication of status of all submitted articles to the corresponding authors shall be on or
before the close of business on Friday, 26th April 2019
The last date for the submission of all accepted and corrected full length papers for oral
presentations with evidence of payments and conference registration
would be Friday
th
17 May 2019
The last date for the submission of all accepted and corrected full length papers for poster
presentations with evidence of payments and conference registration
would be Friday
24th May 2019
Payments to be made for accepted articles for publications in the conference book of
proceedings after presentation at the conference is N7,500.00 only.
Poster presentation session which will be held from Tuesday 24th –Thursday 26th September
2019
Email
address
for
submission
of
articles
for
oral
presentation
is
acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng
Email
address
for
submission
of
articles
for
poster
presentation
is
acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng
Conference Dates: 22nd – 27th September 2019.

RSC-PACN news

i)

Pan Africa Chemistry Network Congress 2019 ‘Riches of the Natural
World: Sustainable Use of Africa’s Natural Products and Materials’

Don’t miss out: abstract submission deadline is 12th August 2019
This annual flagship event will take place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 5th – 7th
November 2019. The theme of the congress is natural resources and the sustainable
management of these in Africa, and will include scientific sessions on natural products,
raw materials and biomaterials, and climate change and water resources.
Abstract submissions are now open and full funding is available if you are selected for
a presentation and you are an African scientist working in Africa.
Find out more and apply at: rsc.li/pacncongress2019
ii)

The Royal Society of Chemistry – Royal Society International
Exchanges Award.

Applications open Wednesday 14 August
Grants are available for new collaborations between researchers in the UK and Sub
Saharan Africa (excluding South Africa) for chemistry projects. These are for two-year
projects and up to £12,000 is available for travel, including a maximum of £3,000 for
research costs. For more information go to: https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemesawards/grants/international-exchanges/. The main applicant must be the UK
researcher.

iii)

Workshop, various locations in Africa

This Pan Africa Chemistry Network training course, supported by GSK, will cover the
practical aspects of Gas Chromatography, method development, quantitative analysis
and spectral interpretation of GC-MS.
Courses will take place in Ethiopia (30 Sep – 4 Oct) and Nigeria (18 – 22 Nov). To
find out more and apply, visit http://www.rsc.org/events/africa – only 15 spaces
available per course.

iv)

Royal Society of Chemistry Events Website

Our website can be used to advertise events from across the world – not just those
organised by the Royal Society of Chemistry, www.rsc.org/events/africa.
So, if you need a simple website for your event, or want to reach a wider audience,
then please submit your event to our website. Simply click on this link and follow the
instructions: www.rsc.org/events/submitevent

ACS news
The Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) advocates for and provides resources to earlycareer chemists and professionals in the chemical sciences and related fields. The YCC
addresses specific issues facing younger chemists within the ACS and serves as a voice to the
Society on behalf of younger chemist
The Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) of the American Chemical Society (ACS)
recognizes that chemistry is a global endeavour that serves chemistry professionals across the

globe. Successful programs and collaborations require dedicated volunteers and coordination
amongst scientific societies to make a lasting impact on our esteemed profession.
Dr Sadhna Mathura is a representative from Africa

Conferences
1)

Nanoafrica 2020 19-22 April 2020, Johannesburg SA admin@nic.ac.za

2)
The third Coordination Chemistry Days (JCC-2019), 26 to 29 September 2019,
Laico Hotel, Hammamet, Tunisia. http://www.sctunisie.org; e-mail: contact@sctunisie.org
3)
The second International Days of Chemistry (JIC-2019),14 to 16 November 2019,
Nouakchott Mauritania. http://www.scmauritania.org; contact@scmauritania.org
4)
Botswana Chemical Society (BCS), SEANAC and FASC conferences, Gaborone,
Botswana 25th- 27th September 2019 Dr Florence Nareetsile nareetsilef@UB.AC.BW
5)
26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education Cape Town 13-17
July 2020; https://www.icce2020.org.za/
6) The 10th International Conference of the African Materials Research Society (AMRS2019)
Arusha, Tanzania, 11-14 December 2019. Contact: amrstanzania@gmail.com
7)
The 18th Asian Chemical Congress and the 20th General Assembly of the
Federation of Asian Chemical Societies, Taipei, Taiwan December 8-12, 2019,
www.acc2019.tw
8)
ACRICE-4 2019 BY CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF NIGERIA; Lagos, 8th – 13th
September 2019. Articles for oral presentation acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng’\;
Articles for poster presentation is acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng

Detailed Conference information

1st CSB, 7th FASC, 7th SEANAC

INTERNATIONAL CHEMISTRY
Botswana Chemical Society (BCS), SEANAC and FASC conferences, Gaborone,
CONFERENCE IN BOTSWANA
Botswana
Registration fees
These have been kept low to encourage participation at the event
Please register and make your submission online at the following
link:
is http://conferences.ub.bw/index.php/csfse/csfse2019.
Deadline for abstract submission will be 30th June.
Please differentiate the programme you wish to present at by
placing the term FASC, BSC or SEANAC at the top of your
abstract submission.

Delegate
Students

Before 30th June
USD 300
USD 150

Language
The official language of the conference will be English

After 30th June
USD 400
USD 200

INTERNATIONAL
CHEMISTRY CONFERENCE
IN BOTSWANA
Details of possible accommodation will be listed in the next circular.

INQUIRIES
The website for the conference
is http://conferences.ub.bw/index.php/csfse/csfse2019
The email for secretariat
is Secretariat.Chemistry@mopipi.ub.bw
Abstract submission is chemistryadmission@mopipi.ub.bw
For specific information contact
CSB
Dr Florence Nareetsile
nareetsilef@UB.AC.BW
FASC
Prof James Darkwa
jdarkwa@bitri.co.bw
SEANAC
Dr Lesego Mmualefe
lmmualefe@bitri.co.bw
DFID
Prof Olayinka Oyetunji
oyetunji@mopipi.ub.bw

TOPICS


The conference encourages abstracts from all disciplines related to chemistry, including:

For further information contact: Dr. Florence Nareetsile
(CSB: nareetsilef@mopipi.ub.bw); Prof James Darkwa
(FASC): JDarkwa@bitri.co.bw; DR.
Mmualefe (SEANAC: lmmualefe@bitri.co.bw )

42nd Annual conference of the Chemical Society of Nigeria, and ACRICE-4 2019, Lagos, Nigeria

AMRS2019

December 10-13, 2019
A Conference NOT to be missed by those interested in Material
Research, Development and Business in Africa!

Click here to see the video invitation of the President

In collaboration with

Register NOW at AMRS 2019 Registrations

Prof.

Hulda

Shaidi

Swai

AMRS President
ABOUT THE CONGRESS

2019 CONFERENCE THEMES:

The 10th International Conference of the
African

Materials

Research

Society

1.

Materials

for

health

2. Materials for sustainable buildings & construction

(AMRS2019) will be held in Arusha, Tanzania

materials

from 10 to 13 December 2019. The Tanzania

3. Materials for water & environmental mitigation

AMRS2019 will draw participants from around

technologies

the world, with an anticipated attendance of

4.

approximately 800. At its heart, the AMRS

5.

series of conferences allows the scientific and

6.

research communities to build knowledge,
foster relationships and promote action for
further understanding and collaborations in
the broad fields associated with materials

Materials
Materials

for
for

nanoscience/nanotechnology

mining

Materials

for

&

mineral

processing

agriculture/environment

7. Materials education/networking in materials science &
engineering
8.
9.

Materials
Computational

for

energy

materials

science

10. Manufacturing & structural material

science and technology. The themes of
AMRS2019 reflect both the needs of the
global

research

community

for

Africa

development. The themes of AMRS2019
reflect both the needs of the global research
community such as energy and health, as well
as the needs that are specific to Africa.
The Conference, is expected to draw some 700 participants is a unique opportunity to showcase your products
as Exhibitor, or Sponsor, and participate as Attendee to find out what is going on about the latest developments
in Material Research in Africa and the world.
To be a Sponsor see the Sponsoring packages Here
To be an Exhibitor see the condition Here

or contact the Congress Secretariat below

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
A limited number of rooms has been secured in a good selection of hotels near the conference Centre AICC
including 5, 4, and 3-star hotels, at affordable rates. Reservations can be made via the Conference Registration
Portal. After your registration, Rooms will be available of fist comes, first served basis
Click here to see our Hotel selection
East
African
Community
Road,
Ngorongoro
Building,
06th
Floor
Arusha,
Phone:
+255
27
2050081,
Fax:
+255
Email:
Congress web site: http://africanmrs.net/tanzania-2019/

AICC

Complex,
12554,
Tanzania
+255
27
2050082
27
2050083
icamrs2019@greeninspirationsdmc.com
P.O.

Box

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS CLOSE ON JUNE 30, 2019

26th IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Education

