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The 2018 year is rapidly coming to an end. In 2019 we will have our bi-annual FASC
meeting, this time in Botswana. Some early information is given below. Young African
chemists continue to be recognised by IUPAC with two more elements now associated with
their names (see below: Dr Agbahoungbata from Benin (Mg) and Ms Goher from Egypt
(Cl)).
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(Detailed information and adverts follow the listing)
AMRS2019 The 10th International Conference of the African Materials Research Society

(AMRS2019) Arusha, Tanzania



IUPAC FOR AFRICA, Postgraduate Summer School on Green Chemistry, Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania.



The Second African Light Source Conference (AfLS2) Accra, Ghana, It is concurrent with
the Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCR2).
South African Chemical Society Convention, Chemistry for a Sustainable Economy, Pretoria,
South Africa
Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana Joint meeting of PCCr2
with the second African Light Source meeting.




Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to either Beth (admin@faschem.org) or to me
(neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth will place all newsletters on the FASC website. She will be responsible for sending out
the newsletter every month.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country, related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office

FASC member countries
We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for information
(yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com)

FASC 2019
Decisions on the 2019 FASC meeting are still in the process of being finalised. However, if
all goes according to plan these are the details so far (from Prof Darkwa)



A three day SEANAC conference will take place in Gaberone, Botswanan from September 2527, 2019. The last day will be dedicated to FASC activities.
The conference will possibly be hosted by the University of Botswana in their brand new
conference centre that has auditorium from plenary lectures and rooms for parallel sessions
if needed.

Please diarize the dates

Member Country Society News

Nothing to report this month

IUPAC news

Periodic Table of Younger Chemists Awards
In this newsletter tow more African chemists have been honoured by having their names
associated with elements in the Periodic Table (two others have also been so awarded; Dr
Mathura (see September newsletter) and Dr Edmund Sanganyado (will be in December
newsletter). The two new chemists are Dr Agbahoungbata and Ms Goher.
1) Marielle Yasmine Agbahoungbata from MathFinEco University, Benin

Vice-Director, MarFinEco University , Benin
Marielle Yasmine AGBAHOUNGBATA holds a PhD degree in inorganic chemistry
from University of Abomey-Calavi (UAC) in Benin. In September 2017, she won the
first prize of international competition “Ma These en 180s” in Belgium. Her research
focus on the development of titanium dioxide (TiO2) based photocatalyst materials for
wastewater purification.
TiO2 has gained attention for applications in environmental remediation (water, air,
surfaces sanitization) due to its oxidation properties. However, the efficiency of TiO2
is limited by various factors such as band gap, which restrains its application to the
UV-region of the electromagnetic spectrum, small surface area, etc. Therefore, Dr
AGBAHOUNGBATA developed a nitrogen-doped photocatalysts based on TiO2
immobilized on supports such as mineral clay. Clays allow increasing the surface area
while the nitrogen doping improves TiO2 efficiency both under UV and visible light, a
trump for utilization of solar light as energy source. Her work has gained attention in
the scientific community winning her several stipends to do internship and to
participate in conferences in Senegal, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire,
Romania, Japan, Switzerland, Belgium and India.
Dr AGBAHOUNGBATA served as a teaching assistant for a Crystallochemistry
course at UAC. Since 2014, she is developing a network of crystallographers in
Africa as a member of the Steering Committee of the African Crystallographic
Association. She is also a member of the West African Chemistry Society. In 2014,
with her colleagues, she initiated a crystal growing competition for young students
with the support of UNESCO and the International Union of Crystallography. Her

team organized several workshops on topics related to crystallography.
Since her youth, she has a particular interest for the periodic table and has
composed a song of 118 elements that she intends to teach students.

2) Shaimaa Goher of Benha University, Egypt

Shaimaa Goher is a graduate student at the Chemistry Department, Faculty of Science, Benha
University. She is pursuing her master in the field of Medicinal Chemistry under the
supervision of Prof. Bahaa El-Gendy.
After completing her B.Sc. degree, Shaimaa was awarded the prestigious fellowship
“Scientists for next generation” awarded by the Academy of Scientific Research and
Technology in Egypt. She is Alumni of the 67th Lindau Nobel Laureate meeting dedicated to
Chemistry that was held in Lindau, Germany 2017. She is also a Robert Bosch Foundation’s
fellow at the European Forum Alpbach that was held in Austria this year.

Her research interests include Medicinal Chemistry and Drug Design. Her main research
focuses on developing small molecules modulators for Nuclear Hormone Receptors called
Liver X Receptors (LXR) to treat fatty liver diseases, cancer, and HCV.
Her motivation to science is to genuinely contribute to the prosperity of our world by
providing a solution to the challenging problems and diseases we face worldwide using the
scope of Chemistry and drug design. She eagerly seeks knowledge and understanding the
fundamentals of Science and its potential impact on our societies and lives.
For further details, see the IUPAC webpage.

Laura L. McConnell, Co-Chair; IUPAC100 Organizing Committee; email: IUPAC100@iupac.org ; <Outlook-0fkqc43p.jpg>; www.iupac.org/100;
Twitter: @iupac

African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE)
A PDF version of the first issue of volume 8 AJCE 2018 is available. The online version is
available at the FASC
website: http://www.faschem.org/sites/default/files/u1/AJCE_2018_January2.pdf
You will find the individual articles in the AJOL website (www.ajol.net.)
Papers on any aspect of Chemistry Education such as teaching organic, analytical, physical,
inorganic, polymer, green, climate change/environmental chemistry, ICT in chemistry and
chemistry curricula as well as assessment in chemistry are acceptable for publication. We
also encourage issues on chemistry and indigenous knowledge/practice, chemical safety,
natural products and related areas.

African Journals of Chemistry
i)

Journal of the Mauritanian Chemical Society (JMCS): publishes research
articles and conference proceedings in English or French. This is published online
on our website: http://www.scmauritania.org/journal-scm; M A Sanhoury, JMCS
Coordination Editor

ii)

South Africa - South African Journal of Chemistry:
This Journal is published electronically. The webpage is: http://www.saci.co.za/,
Details of the journal and the editors can be seen at
http://www.journals.co.za/sajchem/. The South African Journal of Chemistry,
published by the South African Chemical Institute, has been publishing high
quality papers, in all fields of Chemistry for over 50 years. The Journal went fully
electronic in 2000 and is freely available through open access online
(http://reference.sabinet.co.za/sa_epublication/chem). It is a CAS-abstracted
publication and is listed in Current Web Contents. It has retained its status as an

accredited publication with the South African Department of Higher Education
and Training.
ACRICE-4 2019
Africa Conference on Research in Chemical Education
Conference Dates: 22nd – 27th September 2019 (CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF NIGERIA)

Deadlines for ACRICE-4 2019 submissions
1.
Last date for submission of abstract & full papers for oral presentations – Friday, 22nd
March, 2019
2.
Last date for submission of abstract & full papers for poster presentation:
Friday, 29th March, 2019
3.
Communication of status of all submitted articles to the corresponding authors shall be
on or before the close of business on Friday, 26th April 2019
4.
The last date for the submission of all accepted and corrected full length papers for oral
presentations with evidence of payments and conference registration
would be Friday
th
17 May 2019
5.
The last date for the submission of all accepted and corrected full length papers for
poster presentations with evidence of payments and conference registration
would be
Friday 24th May 2019
6.
Payments to be made for accepted articles for publications in the conference book of
proceedings after presentation at the conference is N7,500.00 only.
7.
Poster presentation session which will be held from Tuesday 24th –Thursday 26th
September 2019
8.
Email address for submission of articles for oral presentation is
acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng
9.
Email address for submission of articles for poster presentation is
acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng
10.
Conference Dates: 22nd – 27th September 2019.
PACN news

i)

Pan Africa Chemistry Network Congress 2018
Managing resources through Chemistry: Wealth not waste

Each of these topics may also include: appropriate monitoring - Analytical chemistry,
engagement to help ensure resources are managed effectively; regulatory issues;
socioeconomic issues: and work to define or understand ‘The African context’.
For more details and to submit your abstract: https://rsc.li/pacn2018; Contact:
driverh@rsc.org
Helen Driver
RSC

RSC news

i)

Royal Society of Chemistry Events Website

Our website can be used to advertise events from across the world – not just those organised
by the Royal Society of Chemistry, www.rsc.org/events/africa.
So, if you need a simple website for your event, or want to reach a wider audience, then
please submit your event to our website. Simply click on this link and follow the
instructions: www.rsc.org/events/submitevent
Conferences

1)
AMRS2019 The 10th International Conference of the African Materials Research
Society (AMRS2019) will be held in Arusha, Tanzania from 11-14 December 2019. Contact:
amrstanzania@gmail.com
2) IUPAC FOR AFRICA, Postgraduate Summer School on Green Chemistry, 12th - 19th
May 2019, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. http://www.tcs-tz.org/iupac_summer_school_2019.htm
3)
The Second African Light Source Conference (AfLS2) is being held in Accra Ghana
from the 28th January – 2nd February 2019. It is concurrent with the Pan African Conference
on Crystallography (PCCR2). http://events.saip.org.za/event/AfLS2_PCCr2
Email: tshepo.ntsoane@necsa.co.za
4)
The 18th Asian Chemical Congress and the 20th General Assembly of the
Federation of Asian Chemical Societies, Taipei, Taiwan December 8-12, 2019,
www.acc2019.tw
5)
South African Chemical Society Convention, Chemistry for a Sustainable
CSIR-ICC,
Pretoria,
South
Africa,
2-7
December
2018,
Economy,
http://www.saci.co.za/SACI2018 (see advert below)
6) Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana from 28th
January 2019 to 2nd February 2019. Joint meeting of PCCr2 with the second African
Light Source meeting.
7)
ACRICE-4 2019 BY CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF NIGERIA; 22nd – 27th
September 2019. Email address for submission of articles for oral presentation is
acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng’\; Email address for submission of articles
for poster presentation is acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng

Detailed Conference information
AMRS2019
The 10th International Conference of the African Materials Research Society (AMRS2019) will
be held in Arusha, Tanzania from 11-14 December 2019. The Tanzania AMRS2019 will draw
participants from around the world, with an anticipated attendance of approximately 600. At
its heart, the AMRS series of conferences allows the scientific and research communities to
build knowledge, foster relationships and promote action for further understanding and
collaborations in the broad fields associated with materials science and technology. The themes
of AMRS2019 reflect both the needs of the global research community for Africa development.
The themes of AMRS2019 reflect both the needs of the global research community such as
energy and health, as well as the needs that are specific to Africa.
AMRS2019 Conference Themes: 1. Materials for HEALTH | 2. Materials
for SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS & CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS | 3. Materials
for WATER & ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION TECHNOLOGIES |
4. Materials for NANOSCIENCE/NANOTECHNOLOGY | 5. Materials for MINING &
MINERAL PROCESSING | 6. MATERIALS FOR AGRICULTURE/ENVIRONMENT |
7. Materials EDUCATION/NETWORKING IN MATERIALS SCIENCE &
ENGINEERING | 8. MATERIALS FOR ENERGY | 9. COMPUTATIONAL
MATERIALS SCIENCE | 10. MANUFACTURING & STRUCTURAL MATERIAL

Contact: amrstanzania@gmail.com

IUPAC for Africa

Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana from 28th January
2019 to 2nd February 2019
The second edition of the Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2) will be held
in Accra, Ghana from 28th January 2019 to 2nd February 2019. The conference is open to
researchers, academics, students and individuals in industry from all over the world. The
conference themes captures crystallography and its related fields. The purpose of the
conference is to create a platform for sharing of knowledge, promoting networks and
establishing collaborations to further development of the continent through science and
engineering. If you wish to attend PCCr2, please take note of the following important dates.
Early Bird Registration: 1st April 2018 - 15th October 2018
Regular Registration: 1st November 2018 - 15th January 2018
Late Registration: 16th January 2019 - 30th Onsite registration
Abstract submmission deadline : 15th September, 2018.
Abstracts should be submitted as an email attachment to : abstracts@pccrafrica.org
@pccr2gh
@AFSynchrotron
+233 (0) 501 454 732
+233 (0) 556 489 089
info@pccrafrica.org
© pccrsupport 2018.

Please register now; send your abstract (no abstract , no bursary) and if you need bursaries
(mostly for PhD, post Docs and young professors) please apply : we need a personal letter
which shows your interest for crystallography, a CV , travelling budget (trip,
accommodation) and a recommendation letter from your professor; gender balance will be
respected. We also seek to have scientists from all African countries.
The international jury will decide end of September and will give full or partial bursaries.
Chairman of the IUCr/UNESCO initiative

