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A number of events were held (or are to be held) on the Continent in 2018. It is quite exciting
to see the reports on these events from the various Chemical Societies in Africa indicating the
ongoing activities in chemistry. Please keep the reports flowing! It is hoped that the FASC
web page will be up and in action within the next few months. This will be an important step
for the Society and provide an important means of communication as FASC moves forwards.
Neil Coville
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Information for the newsletter
Please send all information to either Beth (admin@faschem.org) or to me
(neil.coville@wits.ac.za )
Beth will place all newsletters on the FASC website. She will be responsible for sending out
the newsletter every month.

Advertising in the FASC newsletter
The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This
newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and
workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage
member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events
will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country related event there could be a small charge.
For advertising costs contact Beth in the FASC office.

FASC Founding President: Dr Temechegn Engida

Temechegn Engida has a PhD in Chemistry Education from the University of
Muenster/Germany, specializing on structural inorganic chemistry education. Dr. Temechegn
has been an instructor in the Addis Ababa University (AAU), teaching both undergraduate
and postgraduate (MA and PhD) students of chemistry education as well as researching and
advising research works through face-to-face and distance modes. He has also been lecturing
in Bahir Dar University and Haromaya University (both in Ethiopia) and co-advising PhD
students of chemistry education in the University of South Africa (UNISA). He served as the
founding President of the Federation of African Societies of Chemistry (2006-2013) and is
serving as Editor-in-Chief of the African Journal of Chemical Education. He is also the
Chairperson of the Committee on Chemistry Education in Africa (CCEA) that is the
responsible body of FASC for ACRICE. Temechegn also served as a member of the
Temporary Working Group on Education and Outreach of the Scientific Advisory Board of
OPCW for three years. Dr. Temechegn currently works for the UNESCO International
Institute for Capacity Building in Africa (IICBA) engaged in building the capacities of STEM
educators in Africa using information and communication technologies for producing
innovative science and mathematics work forces in African countries.

FASC member countries
We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge
associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for
information (yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com)

African Academy of Sciences
i)

The African Academy of Sciences: drug discovery in Africa

New funding to develop the capacity of African scientists
27 June 2018 | Nairobi, Kenya

The African Academy of Sciences (AAS), University of Cape Town (UCT) Drug
Discovery and Development Centre (H3D), Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have committed funding for the discovery of new
drugs for diseases endemic to Africa over the next two years.
The new funding will be given through a call for proposals for Drug Discovery offering
up to $100,000 per project to researchers in Africa to identify new drug candidates,
particularly for malaria, tuberculosis and neglected tropical diseases and to create a
network of drug discovery and development scientists that will initiate, develop, share,

evaluate and disseminate best approaches and practices within the research community
in Africa.
This is the third call for proposals administered by the AAS’ Grand Challenges Africa
(GC Africa), a scheme implemented through the AAS and the NEPAD Agency’s
Alliance for Accelerating Excellence in Science in Africa (AESA).
"This partnership will benefit Africa by developing the capacity and augmenting efforts
to discover and develop drugs for diseases that are prevalent on the continent and are
otherwise being affected by a market bias that has seen drug discovery efforts on the
continent hampered," said the AESA / Director of Programmes Prof Tom Kariuki.
Africa represents 17% of the world’s population but bears a disproportionate 25% of the
global disease burden with sub-Saharan Africa carrying 90% of the global cases of
malaria while 2.5 million who fell ill with TB in Africa in 2016 represented a quarter of
new TB cases in the world.
Drug resistance is also compounding the disease burden requiring for Africa to build
capacity and step up drug discovery activities.
The new funding will be given to projects that identify new chemical entities with
potential for drug development in diseases of local relevance for Africa and to expand
institutions' drug discovery research capacity. Selected applicants will also benefit from
a network of drug discovery scientists in Africa and across the globe, linking them to
peers, mentors and providing them with access to resources and technologies
Prof Kelly Chibale - Founder and Director of Drug Discovery and Development Centre, H3D
at the University of Cape Town, said: “The attractive aspect of this programme is that it
focusses on highlighting and investing in those who are present on the continent. The partners
involved are proactively seeking to identify and fund talented African-based scientists to
succeed and not to merely survive. This will result in an effective increase in the numbers of
productive and contributing African drug discovery scientists as well as an increase in the
quality and impact of drug discovery science generated in Africa by Africans.”
“Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) is proud to support the effort to identify new drug
candidates for the big three diseases of malaria, tuberculosis and Neglected Tropical Diseases
via this call for proposals,” said Dr Timothy Wells, MMV’s Chief Scientific Officer. “At
MMV, our focus is on bringing forward the next-generation of medicines to help defeat
malaria. Through these grants, together with our partners, we aim to support the nextgeneration of African scientists to get involved in this endeavor for malaria as well as other
diseases.”

Further information about the Drug Discovery call for proposals


Applicants are required to submit a letter of interest by 18 July 2018, which will
determine if the AAS and partners will invite them to submit full proposals.
Successful applicants will be announced in January 2019



Funded projects will be required to demonstrate evidence of working in collaborations
with other grantees, networks and institutions in Africa with drug discovery
capacities, and to have mentors and/or collaborating institutions based in Africa or in
the global South and North



Please contact GCAfrica@aasciences.ac.ke with any queries regarding the call for
proposals



The call for proposals is accessible via
https://www.aasciences.ac.ke/aesa/programmes/grand-challenges-africa/fundingopportunities/

Media Enquiries: Deborah-Fay Ndlovu; African Academy of Sciences
Email: d.ndlovu@aasciences.ac.ke

Tel: +254 727 660 760 | +254 20 806 0674

ii) The African Academy of Sciences Affiliates Membership Programme

1. Programme Objectives.

The African Academy of Sciences (AAS) Affiliates Membership Programme aims to
stimulate and nurture the spirit of scientific discovery and technological innovation in
Africa in order to promote sustainable development on the continent through research
and development. It is intended to fill a gap in the professional growth of young and
early-to-mid career professionals who intend to develop into research leaders in their
home countries. Many countries and organisations are implementing PhD
programmes to meet the teaching and research needs of higher education and research
institutions. Most of these scholars train in well-established northern institutions or a
few relatively well set-up African PhD training centres, but when they return to their
home institutions they face significant challenges in developing as independent
thinkers and leaders. Supportive/nurturing research environments and opportunities
that enable them to generate new ideas, knowledge and innovative solutions to
Africa’s problems are limited.
While African states and their sub-regional institutions have the responsibility to
attract and retain well trained researchers, pan-African organisations like the AAS can
play a catalytic and supportive role in inspiring and providing tangible support to such
cohorts. Through the AAS Affiliates Membership Programme, up to 25 young
scholars are selected every year to receive career development support and
mentorship as well as support to their home institutions to provide an enabling
environment for their development into research leaders in their respective fields.
2. Requirements and Nomination Procedures

The AAS Affiliates Programme is targeted at supporting African nationals who are
aged 40 years or below, are employed in higher education or research institutions and
have obtained their PhD within the last five years. Applicants must also have
postdoctoral research experience. They may be in any field of specialisation and must
be nominated by one of their institutional leaders (Vice Chancellor, Director, Head of
Department, etc.) or by a Fellow or Associate Fellow of the AAS. Applicants may not
nominate themselves.
The intention is to develop capacity for the sustainable development of the continent
and the AAS has a strict policy to work with the African home institutions of its
Affiliates. It is therefore mandatory that candidates are Affiliated to an institution in
Africa
Nominations are made online on the AAS Ishango Online System. Please follow the
instructions given in section 4 below. Nominations must be received on or before 04
July 2018.
3. AAS Support to Affiliate Members

The designation of ‘Affiliate Member of AAS’ is a meritorious recognition awarded
after competitive evaluation and review by a designated body of peers and a final
approval by the Governing Council of the Academy. The designation of Affiliate
Membership shall be held for a period of five years. There shall be no direct
progression from Affiliate to Fellow.

AAS will organise a range of activities to enhance the professional development of
the Affiliate members. Of particular interest may be special courses on proposal
writing, manuscript preparation, writing and presentation, ethical conduct of research,
intellectual property issues, reviewing papers and proposals, etc. These activities will
be organised in partnership with publishing houses and other leading global
organisations. Affiliate members have opportunities to establish mentor-mentee
relationships with AAS Fellows and other experienced researchers in their fields of
specialisation. AAS will also seek to support the participation of Affiliates in major
conferences organised by the Academy and other sister academies. Additional
exciting opportunities will be explored with AAS partners and will be communicated
as they become available.
4. HOW TO APPLY (Instructions for Nominators)

Follow this link to get to the AAS Ishango Online System:
https://aasishango.ccgranttracker.com/
Register as a new user if you have not used the system before. If you have used the
system before, please proceed to step 4.
The system will email you a temporary password.
Follow the link https://aasishango.ccgranttracker.com/ again to access the system
Go to existing user and log in with your password (for first time users, you will be
requested to replace your temporary password with one of your choice).
Once you log in go to new grant application and go to click here
Select AAS Affiliate Membership and click on apply to begin filling in the online
form.
Once you have provided all the required information, please validate and submit the
form.
Please contact o.osula@aasciences.ac.ke if you need any clarification or encounter
any difficulties as you use the online system.
Read the call on the AAS website: https://www.aasciences.ac.ke/aas/en/calls-forproposals/affiliates-membership-programme-/

African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE)
A PDF version of the 1st issue of volume 8 AJCE 2018 is available. The online version is
available at the FASC
website: http://www.faschem.org/sites/default/files/u1/AJCE_2018_January2.pdf
You will find the individual articles in the AJOL website (www.ajol.net.)
Papers on any aspect of Chemistry Education such as teaching organic, analytical, physical,
inorganic, polymer, green, climate change/environmental chemistry, ICT in chemistry and
chemistry curricula as well as assessment in chemistry are acceptable for publication. We
also encourage issues on chemistry and indigenous knowledge/practice, chemical safety,
natural products and related areas.
Dr. Temechegn Engida
Program Officer, ICT and STEM Education, UNESCO-IICBA

Editor-in-Chief, African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE)
e-mail: temechegne@faschem.org, t.engida@unesco.org

ACRICE 2019
Africa Conference on Research in Chemical Education
Conference Dates: 22nd – 27th September 2019
Email
address
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submission
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acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng
Email
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acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng
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PACN news
i)
What is the Pan Africa Chemistry Network?
The Pan Africa Chemistry Network (PACN) was set up by the Royal Society of Chemistry in
2007 to promote a sustainable science base across Africa, to solve local challenges and
contribute to global knowledge. Our aims are to:
 enhance collaboration between scientists, governments, universities and industry
 support the scientific community to attract students to scientific careers and promote
public appreciation of the role of chemical science in Africa’s future
 strengthen and build capacity within the African science base
We work closely with colleagues across Africa, especially in Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya and
Nigeria to support and enhance the chemical sciences. Although our work is focussed on
activities in these 4 countries, we welcome scientists from across Africa to be part of this
network.
We have members of staff at the University of Nairobi and Addis Ababa University who
support our work in Africa. This on-the-ground experience and expertise enables us to
deliver a range of activities to support African science, for example, training courses in
analytical chemistry, networking events, international travel grants and a range of scientific
conferences.
To be part of the Pan Africa Chemistry Network, please sign up to our newsletter
rsc.li/africanews
Please join our newsletter to stay up to date with our activities in Africa: rsc.li/africanews

ii)

GSK analytical science training

Applications open: analytical science training in 2018

In partnership with GSK, we have expanded our analytical science training programme to
help you develop your practical techniques, enhance your teaching and research and make a
significant contribution to scientific advances in Africa and the wider chemical sciences
community.
http://www.rsc.org/campaigns/m/rp/pacn-gsk/partnership/
In 2018, there are opportunities for LCMS and GCMS training:
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
GCMS training
1-5th October 2018

Lagos, Nigeria
GCMS training
19-23rd November

Apply by 6th June

Apply by 11th July

Places at each course are limited to 15 delegates only, so don’t miss your chance to take part
in one of these high quality workshops.
Travel allowances (including all travel, accommodation and food) will be provided. Priority
will be given to scientists in the host country, but a number of places will be available at each
course for those travelling from elsewhere in Africa.
We look forward to receiving your application. Please share this opportunity with colleagues
from across Africa

Member country news
i)

Senegal: Third Annual Days of Chemistry of Senegal

The third Annual Days of Chemistry of Senegal (JACS 2018) took place on 19 and 20 June
2018, at the Research Centre of the Senegalese Institute for Agricultural Researches (ISRA)
in Hann (Dakar), in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Equipment
(MAER) and agro-scientific sectors of Senegal. These days mobilized about 150 Senegalese
chemists, industrialists and environmentalists around the general theme "Chemistry,
agriculture and sustainable development", and three sub-themes:
- Fertilizers and pesticides for healthy, competitive and sustainable agriculture
- Soil chemistry and physicochemistry
- Processing and valorization of agricultural products.
Two plenary lectures, 34 oral presentations and 14 posters were presented. About two thirds
of the papers dealt with the three JACS theme-topics, and the remaining third with sub-theme
topics.
JACS 2018 were opened by Dr Dogo Seck, Full Member of the National Academy of
Sciences and Techniques of Senegal (ANSTS), Secretary General of the MAER, in the
presence of Prof. Oumar Sock, Permanent Secretary of ANSTS, Prof. Courfia Keba Diawara,
Rector of Assane Seck University of Ziguinchor, Laurent Vidal, Representative of the
Development Research Institute (IRD) in Senegal; etc.

In his opening remarks, Dr Seck congratulated the Senegalese Committee for Chemistry for
their dynamism and welcomed the membership of the International Union of Pure and
Applied Chemistry and the active participation of its members in 3 divisions (Physical and
Physical Chemistry; Inorganic Chemistry; Analytical Chemistry) and in the Chemistry
Education Committee. Recalling his status as a member of the PhosAgro/UNESCO/IUPAC
International Scientific Jury for Green Chemistry for Young Scientists, Dr Dogo Seck
encouraged young Senegalese scientists to apply for this important programme.
Mr Seck then welcomed the collaboration of the Senegalese Committee for Chemistry with
the MAER in the framework of JACS 2018 hosted by ISRA, "this cradle of research", and
recalled his involvement in JACS 2018 Scientific Committee and in the identification of focal
points in ministry-connected structures. According to him, the general theme and the subthemes are of capital importance since they are in phase with the current vision and
objectives of the agriculture sector, notably those of the Senegalese Agriculture Cadence
Acceleration Programme (PRACAS) implemented within the framework of axis 1 of the
Emerging Senegal Programme (PSE). Dr Seck revealed that Senegal's challenge is to have a
productive, competitive and sustainable agriculture in a context of climate change, and that
this is in line with the MAER scientific approach based on the sanitary quality of products
and respect of practices that preserve the environment.
Finally, Dr Dogo Seck noted with satisfaction that the number of communications during
JACS 2018 reached a record level, never equaled in the CSC events, and that a third of the
communications came from ISRA researchers. He also encouraged the association to
continue its efforts to internationalize the Annual Days of Chemistry of Senegal.
At the closing ceremony, prizes were awarded to the presenting authors of the three best
posters and of the best communication in each theme. The prizes for the best posters are
offered by IUPAC and include a Certificate, the short Nomenclature flyer from Division VIII,
a screen cloth with IUPAC Periodic Table and a one-year subscription to the IUPAC
magazine, Chemistry International.

Opening ceremony

A view of the audience during the opening ceremony

Group photo after the opening ceremony

Poster session

Submitted by Prof M Fall, Senegal

ii)

Mauritania: Chemical Society event

The Mauritanian Chemical Society (SCM) organised a one-day event on ResearchAcademia-Industry Relationship on 20th of June 2018 at Halima Hotel, Nouakchott,
Mauritania. The event gathered engineers researchers and industrialists from various
institutions over the importance of research-industry relationships in chemistry in order to
establish more interactions between academia and industry. There were plenary lectures
on such relationships and ways for their development during the one day event.
For more information please visit the SCM website on: http://www.scmauritania.org
Dr M A Sanhoury, PhD, MRSC, SCM Secretary General
Materials Chemistry Research Unit, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Sciences and Techniques,
Nouakchott, Mauritania and Lab of Coord. Chemistry, Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Sciences of
Tunis, University of Tunis El Manar, Campus Universitaire, Tunis El-Manar, 2092, Tunis, Tunisia. Fax:
+216.71.88.34.24; Email senhourry@yahoo.com; http://www.researcherid.com/rid/I-7813-2013

RSC news

No new reports in this edition of the newsletter

IUPAC news

i)
Global Women’s Breakfast
As part of the centenary celebration, IUPAC is inviting scientists and students around the
world to join in the Global Women’s Breakfast. The event is titled “Empowering Women in
Chemistry: A Global Networking Event”. It will be held on a single day - February 12,
2019. Organizations of all types, e.g., universities, companies, national chemistry societies,

government laboratories, and other scientific organizations, as well as individual groups of
chemists, are invited to participate and register their event on the IUPAC100 website using
the on-line form. The Global Women’s Breakfast is expected to assist women chemists in
expanding their network of contacts, perhaps leading to new career opportunities for research,
employment, or education.
The global women’s breakfast event will be launched in New Zealand on the morning of
February 12, 2019, and progress through the Asia-Pacific region into Europe, Africa and
finally on to the Americas. The global map of registered breakfast events on the IUPAC
website will be used along with social media to track the progress of events in real time
around the world with the final events occurring in Hawaii. Individual breakfast meetings
will be asked to post a short video during their event to Twitter or Instagram with the
hashtags #IUPAC100 and #globalbreakfast. All posts will be displayed on the IUPAC
website. Individuals attending the events are also encouraged to post photos and videos or
blog posts.
Organizers are encouraged to bring their own creative ideas to designing their networking
event, thereby addressing the needs of their local community. In addition to networking
locally, groups are encouraged to take reach out and connect in advance with other groups
participating in the breakfast. Potential program ideas are: to celebrate outstanding women
scientists in their organization or country; to organize a career fair or career training; or to
bring together women from different stages of their careers to learn from each other.
Organizers can share their ideas and preparations with other groups via social media using the
event hashtags listed above.
Individual breakfasts make their own arrangements for provision of breakfast items, however
local sections of national chemical societies are encouraged to provide support, particularly to
facilitate the attendance of younger chemists. Local sponsorship arrangements are
encouraged, e.g. from food and beverage companies, scientific suppliers and patent agencies,
as well as from academic, private and government agencies promoting the STEM (science,
technology, engineering, mathematics) agenda.

Be part of the fun and plan a breakfast event celebrating IUPAC100 in your own
location! Submit an expression of interest or register the event using the online form
available from the IUPAC100 website: https://iupac.org/100/global-breakfast/ We would like

all Nations and Organizations to be involved in the global breakfast networking event. Please
share this opportunity with women chemistry networks and women chemists in your region,
and encourage them to join in the global handshake of celebration on 12 February 2019.
If you have questions about the Global Women’s Breakfast event, or need more
information, please send an email to Mary Garson at global breakfast@iupac.org

For more activities associated with IUPAC100 see https://iupac.org/100/


http://www.iupac.org/100/global-breakfast

Dr. Lynn M. Soby
IUPAC100 Co-Chairs Dr. Mary Garson and Dr. Laura McConnell

Conferences
1) 33rd LATIN-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF CHEMISTRY (33-CLAQ), Havana, Cuba
October 9th-12th, 2018, http://www.chemistrycuba.com/
2) The 18th Asian Chemical Congress and the 20th General Assembly of the Federation of
Asian Chemical Societies, Taipei, Taiwan December 8-12, 2019, www.acc2019.tw
3) South African Chemical Society Convention, Chemistry for a Sustainable Economy,
CSIR-ICC, Pretoria, South Africa, 2-7 December 2018, http://www.saci.co.za/SACI2018
(see advert below)
4) The First International Symposium on Nanomaterials and Membrane Science for
Health, Water, Energy and Environment Marrakech – Morocco, October 11-12, 2018.
alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr; smmdalami@gmail.com (see advert below)
5) Journées Annuelles de Chimie du Sénégal - JACS 2018 / Annual Days of Chemistry of
Senegal, Chimie, Agriculture et Développement durable / Chemistry, Agriculture and
Sustainable Development, Website: http://www.csc.sn/jacs2018/, Abstracts (in French or
English) should be sent by 30 April
2018 to matar.seck@ucad.edu.sn; psamgueye@hotmail.com; modou.fall@ucad.edu.sn
6) Nigerian Chemical Society: 41st Annual International conference, University of Ibadan,
Ibadan, 16th-21st September 2018. ko.adebowale@gmail.com;
ko.adebowale@chemsociety.org.ng; see website for further information:
http://chemsociety.org.ng

The First International Symposium on Nanomaterials and Membrane Science for Health, Water, Energy and
Environment - October 11th and 12 th, 2018 - Marrakech - Morocco
CALL FOR PAPERS
The First International Symposium on
Nanomaterials and Membrane Science
for Health, Water, Energy and Environment
ISNMS 2018

October 11th and 12th, 2018
Marrakech – Morocco

Nanomaterials grow rapidly and affect many aspects of
everyday life. Hundreds of products already use
nanomaterials. These nanomaterials offer new
opportunities for technological innovation because they
have new mechanical, biological, electrical, optical and
magnetic properties.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Chair
Prof. Dr. Saad ALAMI YOUNSSI
Director of Laboratory of Materials
Membranes and Environment (L2ME) FST
Mohammedia-University Hassan II of
Casablanca
SMMD, President

Among the most interesting applications of these
nanomaterials, the development or modification of
membranes used in different separation technologies
offers great opportunities to meet ever stricter
regulatory and efficiency requirements.

Co-chair
Dr.Mahmoud HAFSI
Head of Technology Watch
International institute for water and
sanitation National Office for Electricity
and Potable Water, Rabat
SMMD, Secretary General

The symposium aims to bring together academics,
researchers and stakeholders from all active sectors in
the fields of nanomaterials and membrane science.

Co-chair

Topics of the Symposium:
Nanomaterials and Membrane for Health
Nanomaterials and Membrane for Water
Nanomaterials and Membrane for Energy
Nanomaterials and Membrane for Environment
Paper submission:
Organized by

Abstract (one page) should be submitted before April
th
30 , 2018
Correspondence address: alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr

Moroccan Society of Membrane and Desalination
The submitted abstract should precise:
and
Laboratory of Materials Membranes and Environment 1. Title of the presentation
University Hassan II of Casablanca
2. Name and status of authors
3. Organization
4. Requested contribution(Oral or poster
presentation).
5. Requested topic for the presentation

website: www.smmd.org.ma

Prof. Dr. Mohamed TAKY
Director of Laboratory Separation
Processes
University IbenTofail Kenitra
SMMD, Vice President

Important dates and Deadlines
th

Submission of abstract

April 30 , 2018

Notification of acceptance

May 30 , 2018

Final program

June 30 , 2018

Registration

July 15 , 2018

th

th

th

Symposium Office
Pr. S. ALAMI YOUNSSI
Moroccan Society of Membrane and Desalination,
Laboratory of Materials Membranes and Environment,
FSTM, BP 146 Mohammedia
Fax: 00212 23315353
GSM: 00212 661517196/00212 662753258
Email1: alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr
Email2: smmdalami@gmail.com

