
 

 

 

FASC Newsletter 

July 2018 

Another month has gone by and this time of year is where conferences take place world- 

wide. There are many events that take place in Africa that have Pan-Africa themes and 

some of these are included in this newsletter. I am sure there are more events that are 

taking place and with time, these will be included in the newsletter. 

Neil Coville 
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First Elements of the Periodic Table: Younger Chemists  

¶ ACS news 

Measure It, How to Reduce It? 
Conferences 

¶ The 18th Asian Chemical Congress and the 20th General Assembly of the Federation 

of Asian Chemical Societies 

¶ South African Chemical Society Convention, Chemistry for a Sustainable Economy,  

¶ The First International Symposium on Nanomaterials and Membrane Science for 

Health, Water, Energy and Environment, Morocco 
¶ Nigerian Chemical Society: 41st Annual International conference, University of 

Ibadan, Ibadan,  
¶ Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana from 28th 

January 2019 to 2nd February 2019. Joint meeting of PCCr2 with the second African 

Light Source meeting. 
¶ African Traditional and Natural Product Medicine Conference, Limpopo Province, 

South Africa.16-19 October, 2018 
 

Information for the newsletter  

Please send all information to either Beth (admin@faschem.org) or to me 

(neil.coville@wits.ac.za ) 

Beth will place all newsletters on the FASC website. She will be responsible for sending out 

the newsletter every month. 

Advertising in the FASC  newsletter  

The newsletter will provide a means of getting messages to our member countries. This 

newsletter thus provides a means of advertising employment opportunities, conferences and 

workshops, and even for companies/Universities to promote themselves. We encourage 

member countries to use the Newsletter for advertising purposes. All conferences and events 

will be advertised for free; if not a FASC country related event there could be a small charge. 

For advertising costs, contact Beth in the FASC office 

 

FASC m ember countries       

We are currently attempting to upgrade our country membership list. There is a small charge 

associated with membership. Please contact the treasurer, Prof Yonas Chebude for 

information (yonasc@faschem.org ; yonasdb1@yahoo.com)  
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Africa n Academy of Sciences  

                                

i) Call for Nominations: TWAS-SAREP Regional Young Scientistsô Prize 2018- 

Water and Sanitation  

The World Academy of Sciences Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Partner (TWAS-SAREP) 

seeks to honour an outstanding young scientist who has made significant contribution to 

research, development and capacity building to improve sustainability of water and 

sanitation-related activities and programmes in the developing world. This includes 

water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, reducing pollution, eliminating 

dumping and minimising release of hazardous chemicals and materials. It can also 

cover protection and restoration of water-related ecosystems, wastewater treatment, 

recycling and reusing technologies. The prize is awarded in fulfilment of the TWAS 

objective of recognising, supporting and promoting scientific capacity and excellence in the 

developing world. The deadline is 20 August 2018.  

ii) Call for Nominations: TWAS Regional Prize 2018- Science Diplomacy  

TWAS-SAREP seeks to honour an outstanding scientist who has collaborated on trans-

boundary research projects contributing to, or made possible by, good international 

relations in the developing world. The ideal candidate must have made significant 

contributions to the application of diplomacy in Science and Technology to industry or 

to human well-being in the developing world. Awareness creation of 'Science Diplomacy' 

in the research and diplomatic communities is of critical importance in Africa. Steady 

Intergovernmental relations contribute and can be viewed as a guarantor of successful 

research collaborations. This builds trust amongst diverse and various stakeholders in 

developing countries. The deadline is 20 August 2018. 

All completed nomination forms must be forwarded to twasrossa@assaf.org.za before the 

closing date, quoting the name of the prize in the subject line e.g. Nomination for Dr 

David Smith- TWAS Regional Prize 2018 

Mr Kholani Mbhiza 

Liaison Officer 

African Collaborations 

TWAS-SAREP Secretariat 

Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) 

  

Switchboard: +27 12 349 6600    

Tel: +27 12 349 6638       

Cell: +27 78 171 6175 

https://www.twas-rossa.org.za/opportunities/applications/93-call-for-nominations-twas-sarep-regional-young-scientists-prize-2018-water-and-sanitation
https://www.twas-rossa.org.za/opportunities/applications/93-call-for-nominations-twas-sarep-regional-young-scientists-prize-2018-water-and-sanitation
https://www.twas-rossa.org.za/opportunities/applications/92-call-for-nominations-twas-regional-prize-2018-science-diploamcy
mailto:twasrossa@assaf.org.za


Fax: +27 86 461 7669 

Email: kholani@assaf.org.za  Twitter: @TWAS_ROSSA 

1st Floor Block A, The Woods, 41 De Havilland Crescent, Persequor Park  

Meiring Naudé Road, Lynnwood 0020, Pretoria, South Africa.  

PO Box 72135, Lynnwood Ridge 0040, Pretoria, South Africa.  

Website: www.assaf.org.za; www.twas-rossa.org.za  

 

African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE)  

A PDF version of the 1st issue of volume 8 AJCE 2018 is available. The online version is 

available at the FASC 

website:  http://www.faschem.org/sites/default/files/u1/AJCE_2018_January2.pdf   

You will find the individual articles in the AJOL website (www.ajol.net.) 

Papers on any aspect of Chemistry Education such as teaching organic, analytical, physical, 

inorganic, polymer, green, climate change/environmental chemistry, ICT in chemistry and 

chemistry curricula as well as assessment in chemistry are acceptable for publication. We 

also encourage issues on chemistry and indigenous knowledge/practice, chemical safety, 

natural products and related areas. 

Dr. Temechegn Engida 

Program Officer, ICT and STEM Education, UNESCO-IICBA 

Editor-in-Chief, African Journal of Chemical Education (AJCE) 

e-mail: temechegne@faschem.org, t.engida@unesco.org  

ACRI CE 2019 

Africa Conference on Research in Chemical Education 

Conference Dates: 22nd ï 27th September 2019 

Email address for submission of articles for oral presentation is 

acrice4.csn2019oralp@chemsociety.org.ng 

Email address for submission of articles for poster presentation is 

acrice4.csn2019posterp@chemsociety.org.ng 
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PACN news  

 

 
 

i) What is the Pan Africa Chemistry Network? 

The Pan Africa Chemistry Network (PACN) was set up by the Royal Society of Chemistry in 

2007 to promote a sustainable science base across Africa, to solve local challenges and 

contribute to global knowledge. Our aims are to: 

- enhance collaboration between scientists, governments, universities and industry 

- support the scientific community to attract students to scientific careers and promote 

public appreciation of the role of chemical science in Africaôs future 

- strengthen and build capacity within the African science base 

We work closely with colleagues across Africa, especially in Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya and 

Nigeria to support and enhance the chemical sciences. Although our work is focussed on 

activities in these 4 countries, we welcome scientists from across Africa to be part of this 

network. 

We have members of staff at the University of Nairobi and Addis Ababa University who 

support our work in Africa.  This on-the-ground experience and expertise enables us to 

deliver a range of activities to support African science, for example, training courses in 

analytical chemistry, networking events, international travel grants and a range of scientific 

conferences. 



To be part of the Pan Africa Chemistry Network, please sign up to our newsletter 

rsc.li/africanews 

 Please join our newsletter to stay up to date with our activities in Africa: rsc.li/africanews 

ii)  Pan Africa Chemistry Network Congress 2018  

   

Managing resources through Chemistry: Wealth not waste 

 

 

 

Four Scientific Themes: 

Green Chemistry: Environmentally Sustainable Practices 

Including: sustainable chemical feedstocks, alternative solvents, novel reactions, 

processes and catalysts, and also disposal and recovery of chemicals. Green 

Chemistry related to all applications areas may be included. 

Biomaterials and Natural Products 

Potential uses along with the role of the chemical sciences in their synthesis, 

extraction, purification and structural 

determination. 

Waste Reduction, Capturing and Recycling 

Tackling the challenges of managing waste products. This will include the 

technologies and processes for effectively collecting, sorting and processing the 

waste streams, Including, identification and sorting, operational and handling 

methods, the chemical and pre-processing steps necessary to make the recycled 

waste viable for reuse, as well as monitoring and reducing environmental 

damage. 

Sustainable Management of Plastic Waste: The Case of Kenya 

In 2017, Kenya introduced the worldôs toughest law against plastic carrier bags. 

We will discuss the challenges faced and explore strategies for reducing plastic in 

the environment, specifically sourcing alternatives and increasing the capture and 

recycling to minimise waste and the environmental damage caused by plastic 

waste. 

 

Each of these topics may also include: appropriate monitoring - Analytical chemistry, 

engagement to help ensure resources are managed effectively; regulatory issues; 

socioeconomic issues: and work to define or understand óThe African contextô. 

 

file:///C:/Users/driverh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3RPR0T79/rsc.li/africanews
http://rsc.li/africanews


Abstract submission now open 

 

Full bursaries available 

Å Approximately 10 people will be invited to give oral presentations 

Å 20 minutes each 

Å Approximately 10 people will be invited to give flash presentations 

Å 10 minutes each 

Å Bursaries will cover all travel, accommodation and food 

Å Deadline 13
th 

August 

Å All  welcome 

Å All those attending are invited to bring a relevant poster 

Å Registration is free and includes the conference dinner 

Å Registration will open later in the year  

 

For more details and to submit your abstract: https://rsc.li/pacn2018; Contact: 

driverh@rsc.org 

 

Helen Driver 

RSC  
  

Member country news 

i) Nigeria. 1st TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR WOMEN CHEMISTS  

 

Women in Chemistry (Nigeria) a division of the Chemical Society of Nigeria was formed in 

2015.  A major activity has been organized yearly for Women Chemists.  The activity for this 

year was the 1st training Workshop for Women Chemists held in Abuja on the 24th and 25th 

May, 2018 with the theme: Empowering Women Chemists for Leadership and Global 

Impact.  The targets of the Workshop were (1) Encouragement of Women in Chemistry 

(Nigeria) to global impact.  (2) Enlightenment on intellectual property and entrepreneurship 

opportunities for female Chemists.  (3) Equipment of female Chemists with technical skills 

and expertise on selected scientific equipment.  (4) Strengthening networking amongst 

Women in Chemistry and (5) Sensitization of the girl child on the prospects of a career in 

Chemistry.  Some notable outcomes of the workshop are the formation of some research 

groups and collaborations; and the compilation of prominent female chemist that were first in 

their endeavors for online publication. 

https://rsc.li/pacn2018
mailto:driverh@rsc.org


 

The two day workshop began with an Opening Ceremony on the 24th of May with 

participants, female secondary school students and several guests. Prof. Sunday O. Okeniyi, 

President Chemical Society of Nigeria (CSN) and Dr. Cynthia N. Ibeto, Coordinator, Women 

in Chemistry (Nigeria) gave their welcome addresses. Prof. Okeniyi stressed that the woman 

is the wheel that drives families and the society at large.  He also added that empowerment 

and motivation are the two major tools needed to make women interested in taking leadership 

roles.  Dr. Ibeto emphasized the need to not only enhance the skills and education of women 

and girls but also to awaken in them their innate capacities for leadership and advancement of 

society. A key note address on ñThe achievements of female Chemists globallyò was 

delivered by the Vice President, Federation Africa Society of Chemists and immediate past 

CSN president, Prof. Gloria Ukalina Obuzor.  This was followed by the 1st plenary lecture on 

ñGrant writingò, presented by Dr. Inam Edu.  The second plenary lecture on ñIntellectual 

property and Entrepreneurship opportunities for women in Chemistryò was presented by Dr. 

Grace O. Ogunlusi while the last plenary Lecturer, Prof. Fanna Abdulrahaman spoke on 

ñConfidence building and risk taking towards leadership rolesò. A grant writing activity 

commenced before the end of the program for the 1st day.  

 

The second day of the workshop was for the training on the use of Gas Chromatograph-Mass 

Spectrometer (GC-MS) and Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrophotometer (FTIR) which 

were selected based on their relevance to Chemists. This held at the National Institute for 

Pharmaceutical Research and Development.  At the end of the workshop, the participants 

requested that the program should be a yearly event for Female Chemists.   

 

I do hope that other African Chemical Societies will also form a division of Women in 

Chemistry in their respective countries where issues of women and the girl child 

empowerment will be a priority.   

 

                 
 

 



Speakers with participants from Southern Nigeria 

 

 

 

 
 

Speakers with participants from Northern Nigeria 

 

Prof Gloria Obuzor 

Nigerian Chemical Society 

 

RSC news 

 

 
 

Please note the information under PACN about the upcoming Pan Africa Chemistry Network 

Congress 2018 to be held in Kenya later this year  

Registration is free and bursaries are available for those abstracts selected to speak. 

  

Please make sure this event is noted in any chemical society calendars or updates. Please also 

forward the email below to your society membership.  All are welcome. 

IUPAC news 

 

 



 

 

 

 

IUPAC100 Newsletter  

IUPAC turns 100 in 2019, but the celebration starts now! For the very latest info, 

please visit the IUPAC100 website regularly and follow us on Twitter @iupac. For 

inquiries, contact at iupac100@iupac.org.   

 

 

First Elements of the Periodic Table of Younger Chemists have been 
awarded  (see IUPAC webpage)  

  

Nominate a worthy chemist from 

your country or organization for the 

Periodic Table of Younger Chemists. 

(Read More)  

 

 

 

What on Earth is an InChI? Read the 

story of how IUPAC is creating the 

new common language for 

Registration for the Global Womenôs 

Breakfast is now open. Save the 

date February 12, 2019 (Read More)  

 

 

 

Do you love the Periodic Table too? 

Submit your suggested questions for 

the Periodic Table Challenge (Read 

more)  

https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=2016769624&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=758bfa5bfb&e=462a967795
mailto:iupac100@iupac.org?subject=Inquiry%20on%20IUPAC100&body=Please%20contact%20us%20and%20we%20will%20get%20back%20to%20you%20shortly.%0ALaura%20McConnell%2C%20co-chair%20IUPAC100
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=a33d0f9ff2&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=f64fe2f89e&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=f64fe2f89e&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=2e78f81761&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=511e84c3c7&e=462a967795
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=511e84c3c7&e=462a967795
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chemistry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

ACS news 

Measure It, How to Reduce It? 

The 2018 Global Survey of Mathematical, Computing, and Natural Scientists is currently 

underway. The survey is part of an international interdisciplinary project called the 

project ñA Global Approach to the Gender Gap in Mathematical, Computing, and 

Natural Sciences: How to Measure It, How to Reduce It?ò Eleven partners, supported by 

the International Council for Science (ICSU), are seeking to better understand the problems 

mathematical, computing, and natural science academics and practitioners are facing around 

the world. The data is being collected by the Statistical Research Center of the American 

Institute of Physics and can be accessed at http://statisticalresearchcenter.org/global18.   

As described on the Gender Gap project homepage, existing data on participation of women 

in the mathematical and natural sciences is scattered, outdated, and inconsistent across 

regions and research fields. The project will provide evidence to support the making of 

informed decisions on science policy. Temporal trends will be included, as the situation of 

women in science is constantly evolving, sometimes with some negative developments. Data 

will be collected via both a joint global survey and a bibliographic study of publication 

patterns. The survey is planned to reach 45,000 respondents in more than 130 countries using 

at least 10 languages, while the study of publication patterns will analyze comprehensive 

metadata sources corresponding to publications of more than 500,000 scientists since 1970. 

Contrasts and common ground across regions and cultures, less developed and highly 

developed countries, men and women, mathematical and natural sciences, will be 

highlighted. 

http://statisticalresearchcenter.org/global18
https://icsugendergapinscience.org/
https://icsugendergapinscience.org/work-packages/task-1/
https://icsugendergapinscience.org/work-packages/task-2/
https://icsugendergapinscience.org/work-packages/task-2/
https://iupac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4164eab726689c3263d77509&id=c8212bc899&e=462a967795


Stephanie Sonkin 

Project Manager | ACS International Activities | External Affairs & Communications 

Office of the Secretary and General Counsel 

American Chemical Society 

Conferences 

 

1) 33rd LATIN -AMERICAN CONGRESS OF CHEMISTRY (33 -CLAQ),  Havana, 

Cuba October 9th-12th, 2018, http://www.chemistrycuba.com/ 

2) The 18th Asian Chemical Congress and the 20th General Assembly of the 

Federation of Asian Chemical Societies, Taipei, Taiwan December 8-12, 2019, 

www.acc2019.tw 

3) South African Chemical Society Convention, Chemistry for a Sustainable 

Economy, CSIR-ICC, Pretoria, South Africa, 2-7 December 2018, 

http://www.saci.co.za/SACI2018 (see advert below) 

4) The First International Symposium on Nanomaterials and Membrane Science 

for Health, Water, Energy and Environment Marrakech ï Morocco, October 11-12, 2018. 

alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr; smmdalami@gmail.com . 

5) Nigerian Chemical Society: 41st Annual International conference, University of 

Ibadan,  Ibadan, 16th-21st September 2018. ko.adebowale@gmail.com; 

ko.adebowale@chemsociety.org.ng; see website for further information: 

http://chemsociety.org.ng  

6) Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana from 28th 

January 2019 to 2nd February 2019. Joint meeting of PCCr2 with the second African Light 

Source meeting. 

7) African Traditional and Natural Product Medicine Conference, Limpopo 

Province, South Africa.16-19 October, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pan African Conference on Crystallography (PCCr2), Accra, Ghana 

from 28th January 2019 to 2nd February 2019 

http://www.chemistrycuba.com/
http://www.acc2019.tw/
http://www.saci.co.za/SACI2018
mailto:alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr
mailto:smmdalami@gmail.com
mailto:ko.adebowale@gmail.com
mailto:ko.adebowale@chemsociety.org.ng
http://chemsociety.org.ng/


The second edition of the Pan African Conference on Crystallography 

(PCCr2) will be held in Accra, Ghana from 28th January 2019 to 2nd 

February 2019. The conference is open to researchers, academics, students 

and individuals in industry from all over the world. The conference themes 

captures crystallography and its related fields. The purpose of the conference 

is to create a platform for sharing of knowledge, promoting networks and 

establishing collaborations to further development of the continent through 

science and engineering. If you wish to attend PCCr2, please take note of the 

following important dates. 

Early Bird Registration: 1st April 2018 - 15th October 2018 

Regular Registration: 1st November 2018 - 15th January 2018 

Late Registration: 16th January 2019 - 30th Onsite registration 

Abstract submmission deadline : 15th September, 2018.  

Abstracts should be submitted as an email attachment to 

: abstracts@pccrafrica.org 

@pccr2gh 

@AFSynchrotron 

+233 (0) 501 454 732 

+233 (0) 556 489 089 

info@pccrafrica.org 

© pccrsupport 2018. 

 

We had a very successful PCCr1 2 years ago and we are looking very forwards to meeting 

you for the next PCCr2; this meeting will be also a joint meeting with AfLS (African light 

source )  which is a very important project for Africa. 

We are now  setting the bursary scheme : please register now , send your abstract  (no 

abstract , no bursary) and if you need bursaries (mostly for PhD post Docs and young 

professors ) please apply : we need a personal letter which shows your interest for 

crystallography  , a CV , travelling budget (trip, accommodation) and a recommendation 

mailto:abstracts@pccrafrica.org
https://twitter.com/pccr2gh
https://twitter.com/AfSynchrotron


letter from your professor; gender balance will be respected. We also seek to have scientists 

from all African countries . 

The international jury will decide end of September and will give full or partial bursaries. 

Chairman of the IUCr/UNESCO initiative 

 

African Traditional and Natural Product Medicine Conference, Limpopo Province, 

South Africa.16-19 October, 2018 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 11th and 12th, 2018 

Marrakech ï Morocco 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The First International Symposium on 

Nanomaterials and Membrane Science 

for Health, Water, Energy and Environment 

ISNMS 2018 

Nanomaterials  grow  rapidly  and  affect  many  aspects  of 
everyday life. Hundreds of products already use 
nanomaterials. These nanomaterials offer new 

opportunities for technological innovation because they 
have new mechanical, biological, electrical, optical and 
magnetic properties. 

 
Among the most interesting applications of these 

nanomaterials, the development or modification of 
membranes   used   in   different   separation technologies 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE  

Chair 
Prof. Dr. Saad ALAMI YOUNSSI 
Director of Laboratory of Materials 
Membranes and Environment (L2ME) FST 

Mohammedia-University Hassan II of 

Casablanca 

SMMD, President 

 
Co-chair 

offers    great     opportunities    to    meet    ever     stricter 
regulatory  and  efficiency requirements. 

Dr.Mahmoud  HAFSI 
Head of Technology Watch 

International institute for water and 

The symposium    aims   to    bring   together   academics, sanitation National Office for Electricity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organized by 

Moroccan Society of Membrane and Desalination 

and 

Laboratory of Materials Membranes and Environment - 

University Hassan II of  Casablanca 
 

  

researchers and stakeholders from all active  sectors  in 

the fields of nanomaterials and membrane  science. 
 

Topics of the Symposium: 
Nanomaterials and Membrane for Health 

Nanomaterials and Membrane for Water 

Nanomaterials and Membrane for Energy 

Nanomaterials and Membrane for  Environment 

 

Paper submission: 
Abstract (one page) should be submitted  before  April  
30

th
, 2018 

Correspondence  address:  alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr 

 
The submitted abstract should  precise: 

1. Title of the presentation 

2. Name and status of  authors 

3. Organization 

4. Requested contribution(Oral or poster 
presentation). 

5. Requested   topic for the presentation 
 

website: www.smmd.org.ma 

and Potable Water, Rabat 
SMMD, Secretary General 

 
Co-chair 
Prof. Dr. Mohamed TAKY 

Director of Laboratory Separation 
Processes 

University IbenTofail Kenitra 

SMMD, Vice President 

 

Important dates and Deadlines 
 

Submission of abstract April  30th  , 2018 

Notification of acceptance May 30 th , 2018 

Final program June 30 th , 2018 

Registration July 15 th , 2018 
Symposium Office 
Pr. S. ALAMI YOUNSSI 
Moroccan Society of Membrane and Desalination, 
Laboratory of Materials Membranes and Environment, 

FSTM, BP 146 Mohammedia 

Fax: 00212 23315353 

GSM: 00212 661517196/00212 662753258 

Email1: alamiyounssisaad@yahoo.fr 

Email2:  smmdalami@gmail.com 

The First International Symposium on Nanomaterials and Membrane Science for Health, Water, Energy and 
Environment - October  11th and 12 th, 2018 -  Marrakech - Morocco 

 


